Building your Yule Log

 Advent candles have for generations been a part of Christmas celebrations. Our family has enjoyed a yule log for many years with a candle for every day of December leading up to Christmas. Our tradition has developed over time. We borrowed many aspects of the tradition and added our own thoughts and scripture passages which are included in the book. 

There are many ways you can create a yule log to enjoy with your family. The instructions below will guide you in making your own yule log to use with the book. You can choose to use battery powered candles or real candles. 
Prices quoted are from October 2019 and do not include the wood which you may have around the house or may need to purchase. 

Follow the instructions below, print the book and you are ready to begin on December 1!

(If you want me to do it for you…skip to the bottom in the box!) 
1. Battery powered candles
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Battery powered candles are much safer and can be reused year after year. More effort will need to be made to get the taper effect and you will sacrifice the red candles in the project unless you want to purchase much more expensive candles. (I could not find red candles of the same size as the white ones below.)  

a. Purchase candles and batteries. 

You need 25 candles. Unfortunately, the candles are usually sold in lots of 12 and 24. So, you will end up with 36. (Use the rest as additional Christmas decorations or to replace any candles that fail. 

(If you live close to me in Lancaster PA, request one or two extras from me and then the set of 24.) 

Candles. 

I tried a couple of options of candles on Amazon and found these to be the best option. 

https://amzn.to/33iHgks
You have a couple of options, a pack of 12, or a pack of 24. (You may also choose to order 12 with batteries included but it is slightly more expensive than ordering the batteries separately.)

 Order 1 set of 24, ($23.99) and one set of 12, ($12.99), $36.98 total. 

Batteries. 

You will need 50 AA batteries to light the set. Buy at any store with the brand of your choice. 

Amazon sells sets of 48 Amazonbasics with a four star rating for $14. (find another two batteries from an old remote control!) 

https://amzn.to/32210Zt
total cost of candles and batteries with this option $51

or Duracell, 2 packs of 24 for $31

https://amzn.to/2p54VpC
total cost of candles and batteries with this option $68

b. Build the base…. 

You can choose several options for building the base. With either of them, choose a paint or natural finish of your choice. You may also want to add artificial or real greenery to make it more beautiful. All are 34” long and have 25 13/16” holes drilled at 1 ¼” intervals. 

Options:

1. Use a 2x4 upright with a 1x4 base.

· Cut the base and 2x4 to 34 inches. 
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Cut a bevel on the 4” side of the 2x4. Mark the center at (16”) the top and then a mark 1/2” from the bottom on both ends. Draw a line to connect the marks and cut the 2x4. 

· Sand smooth. 

· Mark for the holes, one on the center and then a mark every 1 ¼” for 12 holes on each side. 

· Drill the holes with a 13/16” bit. (This is hard to do with a portable drill; a drill press is almost a necessity. With a portable drill the holes will not be exactly the right size and some of the candles will not fit snugly. The holes should be of uniform depth, I drilled 1 ½” from where the bit touched the wood.) 

· Sand and attach the base to the upright with screws from the bottom. 

· Finish as desired. 

2. You could use a 4x4 board and simply drill holes in the board. This will not create a pyramid effect but will of course work for the lights. It is also much easier to drill to a uniform depth. 

3. Use a 4x4 board and cut at an angle as the 2x4 above but without the need for an additional base.  

Now, print the book and you are ready to begin on December 1!   

2. Real candles 

There’s nothing like real candles flickering on a dark December evening! Lighting a candle from each end and adding one per day will create a natural pyramid as you progress towards Christmas. Real candles are cheaper initially, but over several years, it is much cheaper to invest in battery powered candles. The disadvantage of real candles is the fire hazard which is real. Never leave the candles burning unattended and take other safety precautions! 
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a. Purchase the candles.

Purchase 25 candles of your choice. If you purchase real candles you may choose to buy 5 red ones, one for each of the Sundays in the month and one for Christmas day. Then, place the red candles in the holes that will be lit for that day. This adds a weekly anticipation to the time with the yule log. 

Look for 10” taper candles. 

You may find some at Walmart, but they are often out of stock especially around the holidays. They cost approx. $1 each. 

You can also find plenty of options on Amazon. Here are a couple:

10 Ivory candles, $10.79 (order two packs)
https://amzn.to/2OFRyHn
10 red candles, same brand as above, $10.99 (order one) 
https://amzn.to/321AsHL
Or, 

A pack of 30 white candles, ($22.46) (you can use this if you enjoy some extra white candles; you can also add the red candles if you want to have two colors. 

https://amzn.to/2IEu3dL
Approximate cost for the candles: $32

b. Build the base…. 

You can choose several options to create the base for the candles. The simplest is to use a 4x4 timber (or 2x4 on the flat side), cut to length (32-24”) and then drill ¾” holes at 1 ¼” intervals. (test the hole size with the candles you purchase as they may vary slightly. You may need to shave some wax off the bottom of the candles to get a tight fit.) 
If you want to be more creative, find a tree branch of similar size and drill holes in it. You may want to create a base to help catch the drippings and stabilize the branch. 

Don’t want to do it yourself? Buy it ready made!

 If you want me to get the whole set together for you, make the base (Option #1 above as pictured), and print the book it will cost you:

$65 With Amazon basics batteries

$85 With Duracell batteries

Price does not include shipping or delivery! 

I could also consider just completing the base for you and you get the rest yourself. 
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