
Attitudes That Can Help Your Church Grow

By Jon Byler

(This lesson incorporates some material from the lesson Potential: Shape it.) 

What will make you more successful, what you have or what you think?  What will draw people to you, a positive attitude or a good education?  

Phil. 2:5, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:”

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude, to me, is more important than facts.  It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do.  It is more important than appearance, gifted ability, or skill.  It will make or break a company, a church, a home. 

The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace from that day.  We cannot change our past, we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing that we can do is play on the one string that we have and this string is, attitude.  I am convinced that life is ten percent what happens to me and ninety percent how I react to it.  And so it is with you.... WE ARE IN CHARGE OF OUR ATTITUDES.” Charles Swindoll

Ph 2:5-11, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!  9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

I. Two Crucial Attitude principles from Paul: 
1. Your attitude determines your destiny.

It was Jesus’ attitude that allowed him to give up his titles and positions and to serve on the earth, finally giving up his life for us, that allowed him to be exalted on high.  

It is not your background or where you have come from that determines your destiny.  It is not your possessions that determine your future; it is your attitude.  

Norman Vincent Peale said, “Change your thinking, and your future will be changed.”

Our attitude shapes our thinking; our thinking shapes our choices and our choices determine our actions.

2. Your attitude is your choice.

Jesus chose his attitude.  His choice led him to give up his rights without grumbling. 

Many people believe that their circumstances determine their attitude.  They choose how they feel based on the weather or on how others treat them.  But your attitude is your choice.  

You can choose to be negative or positive.  You choose to see the sun or the clouds; you choose to see the potholes or the tarmac; you choose to see the glass as half empty or half full.  Your attitude is your choice.  

Story of small boy whose mom said, “It’s going to be a great day.”

II. THREE CRUCIAL ATTITUDES FOR CHURCH GROWTH.

Our attitude affects every area of our lives but in this session we want to see how it affects church growth.  I believe that your attitude is more important than your theology in terms of church growth.   There are three crucial areas in which your attitude will affect your church growth.  

1. Positive Belief in God
A. God is a possibility God

Consider these verses: 

· Lu 1:37, “For nothing is impossible with God.”

· 1Co 2:9, “However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” (Isaiah 64:4)”

· Eph. 3: 20, “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,” Why can we not imagine all that God can do?  Because he is a God of possibilities.   

B. God expects us to have faith in him.  

Heb 11:6,  “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

Mt 9:29, “Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘According to your faith will it be done to you.’”

Growing a great church takes faith in a great God.  God is not limited by culture or tribe.  He is not restricted to work in one province and not in another.  He is able to do his work wherever faith is released.  What can God do in your church?  Start dreaming!  We limit God too often when he wants us to have faith in him.  

Faith is evidenced by a person who is willing to dream.  Nothing happens until someone starts dreaming.  You are the one who needs to have faith in God and start dreaming big.  What would you attempt for God if you knew you could not fail?  Be willing to take a risk.  Let the size of your God determine the size of your goals!  


What do you expect God to do in your church?  He will do what you expect!   

  

“I want my church to be an embarrassment to the devil!” –R. Warren

“Develop tremendous faith in God and that will give you realistic faith in yourself.”  Norman Vincent Peale

2. Positive Belief in Yourself
You might have a good positive attitude about God and love to preach about his ability, but when you look at yourself you see nothing.  This will also kill church growth.  

Dream for a moment.  What is the greatest thing that God can do through your life?  

If he is able we are able.   

Notice what the word says, 

· Eph. 3: 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

· Phil. 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

Some of us don’t believe we are able to do great things.  We see him as a powerful God, but forget that he created us in his image!  When we believe that we can do nothing we are denying the ability that God gave to us.  He gives us his power to do great things.  We sing, “He is able…” and then we go and say, “I can’t!”  It doesn’t work that way!  If he is able we are capable with him.

Three “truth declarations” that will help you to have a right attitude towards yourself.  

A. “I am uniquely created by God”

Ps. 139: 14-16, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.”  God’s works are wonderful and we are one of his works!   Yet, many of us don’t see ourselves as wonderful creations of God.  We fret that our nose is too short or too long; we lament that we came from the wrong tribe or the wrong province.  We often live in a world of “if only’s” and “could have beens”.   “If only my parents had educated me.”  “If only I would have money.” “If I would have married someone else I could do more.”  

We need to accept by faith what God has spoken about us.  He made you unique.  There is no one else like you; there is no one else with your ability and your potential.  You are somebody in the Kingdom!  He doesn’t make messes.  He created each of us and destined us for greatness.  

B. “God has a plan for my life.” 

Not only did God create us with as unique individuals with wonderful potential, but he thought about what we could do, he planned our individual potential.  

Ps. 139:16 All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” God has already published your biography, you are famous!

Eph. 4: 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  God plans for us to become like he is, to be daily transformed into the image of Christ!  This is a life long plan.  

Jer 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

God has a plan for each one of us.  True, the enemy may have messed with God’s plan for your life in the past, but I have good news for you:  “YESTERDAY ENDED LAST NIGHT!”  “Today is the first day of the rest of your life.  Take a minute (or a month!) and dream about what God has planned for you.  He may have called you to lead 1000’s to Christ; he may have planned for you to discover a cure for AIDS; he may have planned for you to write books; plant churches; or lead the nation.

God’s plans for you are undoubtedly much greater than you have allowed yourself to imagine.    

Henry Ford observed, “There is no man living who isn’t capable of doing more than he thinks he can do.”

 “Mr. Holmes pointed out that the average person goes to his grave with his music still in him.” -- Zig Ziglar.  This is why Myles Munroe says that the richest place on earth is the graveyard!

Thomas Edison, “If we all did the things we are capable of, we would literally astound ourselves.”
“The potential that exists within us is limitless and largely untapped. . . when you think of limits, you create them.” - Kriegel and Patler, If it Ain’t Broke...Break it!

Think of God’s plan, allow your imagination to run wild!  What can God do with you?  This does not mean that we ignore human limitations.  There is a limit to how high I can jump.  But most of us have lived so far on the other extreme, feeling that we are so limited, that we need to focus on our vast potential. 

“What I see when I look at you is not all you are.  It is only what you have become so far.  Your potential is much greater than what you are right now.  What you will become is much more than we could ever believe now.  You are somebody because you came out of God, and He leaked some of Himself into you.”  Munroe
A part of God’s plan for your life is for you to be where you are as a leader.  Accept that God has placed you there for a purpose.  You are appointed for such a time as this!

The third truth declaration that we need to say to ourselves is…. 

C. “I can develop my God-given potential.”

It is exciting to realize that God has created us as unique individuals and has a wonderful plan for our life.  However, the third declaration is what makes potential become reality.  The first two are what God has done; this one is what I must do.  We must develop and grow in order to reach our potential.  To do that we must discover our potential and then develop it.

Development is a process.  Many people are not willing to pay the price for this process in terms of time, money or energy.  But you must believe in yourself.  Know that you are special and that God has given you unique abilities and skills.   You have a spiritual gift (or gifts) that make you unique.  You have experiences that have made you who you are.  You can develop yourself spiritually, intellectually,  and in ministry.  Don’t settle for less than your best!

If we are going to reach our potential it will take effort on our part to achieve all that God wants us to be and to do.  Some very spiritual leaders sit around and pray for God’s blessing.  They wait for “breakthroughs” and for something supernatural to happen in their lives.  They just wander through life; wandering why their church isn’t growing; wandering why people don’t follow them; wondering why others are achieving all the success, etc.  They are “waiting on God.”   They are not willing to pay the price for greatness.  

Realize that potential will remain just that, unless you make the effort to release the potential and bring it to reality.  The key is growth.  

“You can reach your potential tomorrow if you dedicate yourself to growth today.”  Maxwell
“The greatest of all miracles is that we need not be tomorrow what we are today, but we can improve if we make use of the potentials implanted in us by God.”- Rabbi Samuel M. Silver
Munroe says, “Everyone has the capacity, potential and raw material to become a leader by the design of the creator.”  However, “most of us are mere products of our environment, lacking the will to change, to develop and maximize our potential and become who we really are. …. Most people live their lives walking around in borrowed postures, spouting secondhand ideas, trying desperately to fit in rather than stand out.”

“Our world today is suffering a leadership vacuum, but you can change it.  You have within you the ability, capacity and power to become a change agent in this generation.  Don’t wait for someone else to take responsibility for the future.  You do it now!  Rise up from the seat of the follower, and enter the school of leadership, for it is God’s will that you lead others to their full potential in Him.  Settle for nothing less than your best.” -Myles Munroe in “Becoming a Leader” pgs. 35, 40, 170

We tend to look at those who have done great things for God and say, “Wow! They made it to the top.  God really blessed them.”  No, they made it because they were willing to develop their God-given potential.  They didn’t start out where you see them today.  

“Remember, grave diggers are about the only people who start on top - and they always end up in the hole.  Zig Ziglar

How do we develop?  Get a plan for your personal growth.  It will surely involve reading, and may also involve going back to school, listening to tapes, attending classes, setting goals, attending workshops, etc.  There is no excuse for you to remain where you are!  You can do more, you can go further, you can become someone greater than you are now!  

“Either read or get out of the ministry”  John Wesley.  This is a life-long commitment, not a one-day seminar.

The way you see yourself has a direct bearing on church growth because God cannot do through you what you don’t believe.  If you believe that you are a small person, you will remain small.  If you believe that God cannot raise you to the level of an overseer, you’re right!  You will not be able to lead others higher than you can lead yourself.  

Satan delights in saying “You can’t do that.”  We need to tell him that “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Do you believe in yourself?  If you don’t, why should others?  When you start believing in God and believe that he can use you to do great things; he can start moving!  
3. Positive Belief in others
How do you see the people you lead?  Be honest!  Do you really believe in them or are you convinced that they will never amount to much?  

People live up to our expectation of them.  If we believe that they can do something they will do their best to live up to that expectation.  If we tell them that they’re likely to fail, they likely will.  Our belief and expectation of people greatly affects our ability to lead them. People love to follow a person that believes in them, affirms them and builds them up.  Give people opportunities to be successful and encourage them in it.  They’ll blossom…and they’ll think you’re the greatest person around! 

Do you focus on people’s strengths or weakness?  Do you see the best or the worst in people?  Do you see them for what they are or for what they can become?  

A positive belief in people is expressed through Affirmation and encouragement.  (I Thes. 5:11)  “Therefore encourage one other and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”  An effective leader learns to affirm and encourage people.  Think of the people that you really like to be around. What is it that draws you to them?

As I reflected on this several things came to my mind. One of the most significant was that these people affirm me and encourage me. I love to be around people that build me up! We all do.

We can all learn the art of affirmation and encouragement. We must believe in people and express that belief in our actions and words. A small note can change a life. Give people 20 kilos of encouragement for every kilo of criticism. People will not thrive under criticism. Yet, many pastors and leaders continually try to beat and berate their people into obedience. “People will become what you encourage them to be not what you nag them to be.” (from Zingers p. 241)

How can we become encouragers?

1. Make a conscious effort to look for the good in people. 

Take a paper and write down the person’s name. List the positive things in that person. Don’t stop until you have at least 4-5 positive things about them. Focus on strengths.

2. Don’t allow yourself to criticize without affirming.   

Make an affirmation sandwich. Give affirmation, then give the area needing improvement, then affirm again. 

Our belief in people can be changed with concentrated effort to see the positive.  Make a habit of seeing the best in people.  Communicate it to them.  At first it may seem forced but it can become natural to you with time.  

Look at your church as number 10’s.  That old lady you have may be the best prayer warrior you will ever need!  That young boy may grow to be your assistant pastor.  Look at potential!  

III. STEPS TO CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE

1. Make a conscious choice
Your attitude is a choice and it will only change because you choose to change it!  You need to make up your mind.  Are you content with the way things are?  Are you ready to change?  Are you ready to reprogram your thinking?  

Reflect on local issues that require an attitude adjustment. 
2. Force your mind to agree with God’s word.  

The battle for your mind is really the battle for your attitude.  Your mind is incredible.  

Our minds are fantastic instruments of God’s creation.  With our minds we think, dream and create.  We can envision things that have never been done before.  We can think incredible thoughts.  We can create pictures that have the potential to become reality.   Before anything happens through us we must conceive it in our minds.  

1Co 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?”   But we have the mind of Christ.” (NIV) What a powerful thought, “we have the mind of Christ”!  That’s incredible and releases tremendous power within us.  

The Bible makes it clear that we are what we think.  

Pr 23:7, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he… (KJV)  “Or for as he thinks within himself, so he is” (NIV)

No wonder that there’s such a powerful battle going on for our minds.  The enemy wants to control our minds because he understands its power.  If he can make us think small we will remain small.  If he can convince our minds that we are poor we will remain poor.  If he can convince us that we will never accomplish much, we won’t!  
This is why a significant step towards changing our attitude is changing our thinking habits.  The way we think will either make us or break us.  Notice what the scripture says about our thoughts:

· Eph 2:3, “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature {Or our flesh} and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” (italics mine)  In our old life we followed the thoughts of the world.  Unfortunately, some of us are still following the thoughts of the flesh! We left the actions but kept the thoughts.

· Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.”  To “fix” our thoughts means that we can control them and direct them where they should go.  I also like to think that it means that if our thoughts are bad, we can “fix” them!  

· Heb 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”  Our thoughts will be judged.

· Php 4:8, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.”  We can choose to think on the right and positive things.  

According to Henry Ford, “Whether you think you can or think you can’t - you are right.”

In 1954, Roger Bannister broke a world record and ran a four-minute mile.  This was unheard of.  Then in 1955, fifty-seven people broke Bannister’s record; in 1956, over three hundred broke it.  How do you think this was possible?  Because other athletes said, “If Roger Bannister can do it, we can do it.”  Their thinking was changed.

Your mind is powerful but it is also a slave.  Your subconscious mind will believe whatever it is programmed to believe whether true or false.  It will believe what it hears repeated over and over.  You can use this to your advantage through what is called “self talk”.  Self talk is simply speaking to yourself the things that are true and which you want your unconscious mind to begin to accept as truth.  

“My Identity in Christ” is designed for this.  (read a few sample lines and the conclusion).  Say it to yourself morning and evening for 30 days.    This has power to change the way you think.  Some will call this “brain washing” but the truth is that many of our brains need washing!

This is not just a magic wand that we can wave and expect to get results.  You will have to work, to grow; you will need to read and study other churches that are growing and get ideas about how to be successful.  You have to stretch.  But believe that you can do it! 

3. Associate with positive people. 

Pr. 22:24-25, “Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.”  Your friends influence you.  Start a good attitude club at your home or church!  Find positive people who will encourage you and build you up.  If you don’t have any in your town, get a good book and associate with a positive writer.  

Conclusion

Your attitude will determine your altitude.  It will either free God to work or restrict his power to work.  Get rid of stinking thinking and begin to think the way God wants you to think.  Dream big dreams and don’t let anyone stand in the way of what God wants to do through you.

 “Some people look at things as they are and say, ‘Why?’. I look at things as they can be and say, ‘Why not?’.” - Robert Kennedy
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“The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace from that day.  We cannot change our past, we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing that we can do is play on the one string that we have and this string is, attitude.  I am convinced that life is ten percent what happens to me and ninety percent how I react to it.  And so it is with you.... WE ARE IN CHARGE OF OUR ATTITUDES.” Charles Swindoll

I.  Two Crucial Attitude principles from Paul: 

1.  Your attitude determines your _______________ .





 It is not your background or where you have come from that determines your destiny.  It is not your possessions that determine your future; it is your attitude.   Norman Vincent Peale said, “Change your thinking, and your future will be changed.”





Our attitude shapes our thinking; our thinking shapes our choices and our choices determine our actions.

2.  Your attitude is your _______________.


Jesus chose his attitude.  His choice led him to give up his rights without grumbling. 

II.  THREE CRUCIAL ATTITUDES FOR CHURCH GROWTH.


There are three crucial areas in which your attitude will affect your church growth.  

1.  Positive Belief in _______________


A.  God is a _______________ God  (Lk. 1:37; 1 Cor. 2:9; Eph. 3:20)



B.  God expects us to have _______________ in him.  (Heb. 11:6; Mt. 9:29)





 Faith is evidenced by a person who is willing to dream.     What would you attempt for God if you knew you could not fail?  Be willing to take a risk.  Let the size of your God determine the size of your goals!  






What do you expect God to do in your church?  He will do what you expect!   

  





“I want my church to be an embarrassment to the devil!” –R. Warren





“Develop tremendous faith in God and that will give you realistic faith in yourself.”  Norman Vincent Peale
2.  Positive Belief in _______________ (Eph. 3:20; Phil. 4:13)


Three “truth declarations” that will help you to have a right attitude towards yourself.  



A.  “I am uniquely _______________ by God”  (Ps. 139: 14-16)




 We need to accept by faith what God has spoken about us.  He made you unique.  There is no one else like you; there is no one else with your ability and your potential.  You are somebody in the Kingdom!  He doesn’t make messes.  He created each of us and destined us for greatness.  


B.  “God has a _______________ for my life.” (Ps. 139:16; Eph. 4: 24; Jer 29:11





   “YESTERDAY ENDED LAST NIGHT!”  “Today is the first day of the rest of your life.  Take a minute (or a month!) and dream about what God has planned for you.       



 

Henry Ford observed, “There is no man living who isn’t capable of doing more than he thinks he can do.”






 “Mr. Holmes pointed out that the average person goes to his grave with his music still in him.” -- Zig Ziglar.   






Thomas Edison, “If we all did the things we are capable of, we would literally astound ourselves.”





“The potential that exists within us is limitless and largely untapped. . . when you think of limits, you create them.” - Kriegel and Patler, If it Ain’t Broke...Break it!






Think of God’s plan, allow your imagination to run wild!  What can God do with you?   






“What I see when I look at you is not all you are.  It is only what you have become so far.  Your potential is much greater than what you are right now.  What you will become is much more than we could ever believe now.  You are somebody because you came out of God, and He leaked some of Himself into you.”  Myles Munroe





A part of God’s plan for your life is for you to be where you are as a leader.  Accept that God has placed you there for a purpose.  You are appointed for such a time as this!


c.  “I can _______________ my God-given potential.”





Development is a process.  Many people are not willing to pay the price for this process in terms of time, money or energy.     You can develop yourself spiritually, intellectually,  and in ministry.  Don’t settle for less than your best!




“You can reach your potential tomorrow if you dedicate yourself to growth today.”  Maxwell

 
 


“The greatest of all miracles is that we need not be tomorrow what we are today, but we can improve if we make use of the potentials implanted in us by God.”- Rabbi Samuel M. Silver





“Everyone has the capacity, potential and raw material to become a leader by the design of the creator.  However, most of us are mere products of our environment, lacking the will to change, to develop and maximize our potential and become who we really are. …. Most people live their lives walking around in borrowed postures, spouting secondhand ideas, trying desperately to fit in rather than stand out.”





“Our world today is suffering a leadership vacuum, but you can change it.  You have within you the ability, capacity and power to become a change agent in this generation.  Don’t wait for someone else to take responsibility for the future.  You do it now!  Rise up from the seat of the follower, and enter the school of leadership, for it is God’s will that you lead others to their full potential in Him.  Settle for nothing less than your best.” -Myles Munroe 





 How do we develop?  Get a plan for your personal growth.  It will surely involve reading, and may also involve going back to school, listening to tapes, attending classes, setting goals, attending workshops, etc.  There is no excuse for you to remain where you are!  You can do more, you can go further, you can become someone greater than you are now!  





“Either read or get out of the ministry”  John Wesley.  This is a life-long commitment, not a one-day seminar.
3.  Positive Belief in _______________  (I Thes. 5:11)   


People live up to our expectation of them.  If we believe that they can do something they will do their best to live up to that expectation.  If we tell them that they’re likely to fail, they likely will.  Our belief and expectation of people greatly affects our ability to lead them. People love to follow a person that believes in them, affirms them and builds them up.   Give people opportunities to be successful and encourage them in it.  They’ll blossom…and they’ll think you’re the greatest person around! 



Do you focus on people’s strengths or weakness?  Do you see the best or the worst in people?  Do you see them for what they are or for what they can become?  



A positive belief in people is expressed through Affirmation and encouragement.     We must believe in people and express that belief in our actions and words. A small note can change a life. Give people 20 kilos of encouragement for every kilo of criticism. People will not thrive under criticism.   “People will become what you encourage them to be not what you nag them to be.”  


How can we become encouragers?



1. Make a conscious effort to look for the _______________ in people. 



Take a paper and write down the person’s name. List the positive things in that person. Don’t stop until you have at least 4-5 positive things about them. Focus on strengths.



2. Don’t allow yourself to _______________ without affirming.   





Make an affirmation sandwich. Give affirmation, then give the area needing improvement, then affirm again. 

 


Look at your church as number  “10’s”.  Look at potential!  
III.  STEPS TO CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE

1.  Make a conscious _______________





Your attitude is a choice and it will only change because you choose to change it!  You need to make up your mind.  Are you content with the way things are?  Are you ready to change?  Are you ready to reprogram your thinking?  
2.  Force your _______________ to agree with God’s word.  (1Co 2:16; Pr 23:7; Eph 2:3; Heb 3:1; Heb 4:12; Php 4:8)





The battle for your mind is really the battle for your attitude.  Your mind is incredible.  The enemy wants to control our minds because he understands its power.  If he can make us think small we will remain small.  If he can convince our minds that we are poor we will remain poor.  If he can convince us that we will never accomplish much, we won’t!  This is why a significant step towards changing our attitude is changing our thinking habits.       





According to Henry Ford, “Whether you think you can or think you can’t - you are right.”





 Your mind is powerful but it is also a slave.  Your subconscious mind will believe whatever it is programmed to believe whether true or false.  It will believe what it hears repeated over and over.  You can use this to your advantage through what is called “self talk”.  Self-talk is simply speaking to yourself the things that are true and which you want your unconscious mind to begin to accept as truth.  






“My Identity in Christ” is designed for this.    Say it to yourself morning and evening for 30 days.    This has power to change the way you think.  Some will call this “brain washing” but the truth is that many of our brains need washing!





This is not just a magic wand that we can wave and expect to get results.  You will have to work, to grow; you will need to read and study other churches that are growing and get ideas about how to be successful.  You have to stretch.  But believe that you can do it!   


3.  Associate with _______________ people.  (Pr. 22:24-25)





   Your friends influence you.  Start a good attitude club at your home or church!  Find positive people who will encourage you and build you up.  If you don’t have any in your town, get a good book and associate with a positive writer.  
Conclusion





Your attitude will determine your altitude.  It will either free God to work or restrict his power to work.  Get rid of stinking thinking and begin to think the way God wants you to think.  Dream big dreams and don’t let anyone stand in the way of what God wants to do through you.

Action Assignment

1. Positive belief in God. What are the things you believe God wants to do in the group you are leading? List at least three specific things that will require God to accomplish. (You may need to think and pray about this for some time.) 

2. Mediate on Ps. 139:14-16 for at least 5 minutes. What is God speaking to you from this verse that is new or significant about your life?
3. What do you need to do to develop your potential? (Provide at least three specific steps God is calling you to take and the dates you will begin or complete them.) 
4. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being perfect) how do you see the people you lead?      
What keeps you from a greater belief in them?     

What steps can you take to express affirmation and encouragement to them?

5. What people do you know that help you to have a positive attitude? (List at least three people’s names.)     

What can you do to strengthen your relationship with them?   

6. Use “My Identity in Christ” for 30 days. Write below the impact this had on your life. 

My IDENTITY IN CHRIST

Instructions: Stand erect in front of a mirror and repeat this statement morning and evening for 30 days. Say it out loud and believe it! (Approx. 2 ½ minutes) Mark the box at the bottom when you complete each day.
I, _______________, am uniquely created by God as a wonderful person.  I am a significant person because Christ died for me and called me to be his child. 

My sins are forgiven and I am a new creation in Christ, the old has gone and the new has come.   I am completely forgiven of my past and made righteous.  I am free from all condemnation of sin. I am chosen by Jesus himself and am a child of God. I have been richly blessed with every spiritual blessing in Him.  My God has supplied all my needs.  My body is the temple of Christ and His Spirit and His life dwell in me.

I have been created with enormous potential to do great things for his kingdom and God has wonderful plans for my life.  I am his workmanship, created to do good things.  God has created me for his pleasure and he delights in my life.  I am one-of-a-kind person and no one else can take my place. I have a good self-image and respect myself as a special creation of God.   I am created to be a success and I am daily developing to become all that God created me to be.  Nothing is impossible with God and with Christ I can do all things.  I do not have the spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound mind.   

Because He lives in me, my life is a reflection of all that he is and all that he possesses.  I am changing from glory to glory.  

I discipline my mind to take every ungodly thought captive.  My attitude is my choice and I choose to see the best in life. I am a person with a good, positive attitude towards myself and others.  I choose to only read or see that which is positive and Godly.  

I am a focused person with clear goals for my life.  I am willing to work hard to reach my goals and to overcome every obstacle in my way.   I am a leader and will positively influence everyone I meet.  I treat my body with respect; eating and exercising properly to keep it fit for life.   I am energetic and healthy.  

I respect others around me and treat every person as a special gift from God.  I am called to serve others with my gifts and abilities and will do so cheerfully.  I am sensitive to their needs and I go the second mile for others. 

I recognize the power of my tongue to bring life or to destroy and I will not let unwholesome talk come out of my mouth.   I speak the truth always and use my tongue to build others up.  I find the good in others and compliment them genuinely.  I consciously forgive those who wrong me and extend God’s grace to those who are weak.

I use my time well and discipline myself to be prompt.   I recognize that my days are numbered and that this day is a preparation for eternity.  Therefore, I will use every moment to the fullest to fulfill my God-given destiny.     
Morning: These are the qualities of the winner God created me to be.  Today is the first day of the rest of my life, and it is wonderful!

Evening: Tonight I’m going to sleep wonderfully well.  I will dream powerful, positive dreams.  I will awaken energized and refreshed, and tomorrow’s going to be magnificent!

 (References Ps. 1:1-3; 34:9-10; 139:14; 149:4; 147:11; Prov. 3:24-26; Jer 29:11; Zeph. 3:17; Rom. 5:1, 8:1,17; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 3:18, 5:17; 1 Pet. 2:9,10; Eph. 1:3, 4;  2:6,10; 3:12; 4:29; Phil. 2:5, 4:19; Heb. 4:16; 2 Tim. 1:7)

By Jon Byler. This material was adapted from writing by Zig Ziglar, Neil Anderson; revised 2006
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