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Introduction to series:




What kind of church does God use?  Is is a cathedral that he needs or a small group of believers?  





The book of Acts gives the exciting story of the early church and how God used the church to impact the world.  It is still a model for us today.  It was a church God used.  I want TCC to be a church that God uses.





Ac 2:42-47  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.







The early church “devoted themselves” to several crucial elements of their body life.  (KJV says “continued steadfastly.”)  What does this devotion mean?  It means to be earnerst towards or diligent.  It is a continued action, not something which begins and then quits.  





The four elements of  the church God uses which we will look at in then next weeks are things which we need to be devoted to.  Some of them will be a reminder to continue.  On others we may need to pull up our socks.  

4342.  proskarterew  proskartereo,  pros-kar-ter-eh'-o 

 from 4314 and 2594; to be earnest towards, i.e. (to a thing) to persevere, be constantly diligent, or (in a place) to attend assiduously all the exercises, or (to a person) to adhere closely to (as a servitor):--attend (give self) continually (upon), continue (in, instant in, with), wait on (continually).

Jan. 12th.  
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to GROWING

Jan. 12th


The first thing which is recorded is that the disciples devoted themselves to the Apostle’s teaching.   They were learning, they were growing.  

I.  
GROWING IS EXPECTED.


1.  All Believers are expected to grow.

1Pe 2:2 “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,” 

(Picture of baby)

Babies are wonderful and everyone loves a baby.  They are so cute and innocent.  No one expects the baby to walk and talk when he is 2 months old.  But is he is 10 years old and still crying for milk, there is a problem!
Eph 4:15, “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”

Heb 5:12, “In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!”

God expects a progressive growth in the life of a believer.  We start with milk and progress to solid food.  As we grow and learn we are expected to pass on to others what we have gained.  This starts multiplication!  That’s why we teach new believers in one class and there is progression.  


2.  Our growth should be in knowledge and character.

2Pe 3:18, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”

God expects us to grow in “grace” and “knowledge”.  One deals with our head; the other with our heart.

We should grow in knowledge.  We should know more about Christ than we did a year ago.  We should know more about the word of God; victory over sin; how to pray, etc.  The workshops are doing an excellent job at helping us to grow in knowledge.  We have gained a lot in the last year.  

We are also to grow in grace.  This deals with our inner self, our character, our attitude.  We should learn to have the character of Jesus Christ.  We need to learn to walk like him and talk like him.  

Some people get a lot of knowledge but they are just acquiring certificates.  They boast and brag about their accomplishments; they lack grace.

Others are very gracious people.  They talk nicely and are so sweet, but they are ignorant!  They talk of Moses and the ark during the tower of Babel!    

II.
GROWING IS EXPENSIVE. 

The early church grew because they “devoted themselves” to learning.  It was not something which happened automatically.  They had to pay a price.  Growing is expensive.  

There are three things we need to do to grow…


1.  Choose to grow.  





Growth doesn’t happen just because you’re breathing, it is a deliberate choice.  It takes time and effort.  





“You can be young only once, but you can be immature indefinitely.  That's because growth is not automatic.” –Maxwell





Leonard Ravenhill relates that a group of tourists were in a village in Europe, and one of them asked an elderly villager, “Have any great men been born in this village?” The old man replied, “Nope, only babies.” Every person who has ever achieved anything has stretched for it. There's no such thing as a self-made person; there's no such thing as a person who comes into the world fully equipped for success. Every person who has ever made it to the top, every person who has been effective has learned to stretch. One of the most common mistakes, and one of the costliest, is thinking that success is due to some genius, some magic something or other, which we do not possess. Success is due to our stretching to the challenges of life”





“You've got to do your own growing, no matter how tall your grandfather is.” Irish proverb quoted in Warren Bennis, “On Becoming a Leader.”  It’s your choice.  





 We can offer a sign up sheet for a workshop, but you have to choose to register.  We can call for a seminar, but you will choose whether or not to come.  We can form a ministry which will help you grow but you choose whether or not to grow.  What is your choice today?  As for me and my house…we choose to grow!


2. Change to Grow.  





Many people don’t grow because they’re not willing to change.  Their favourite song is “I shall not be moved.”  They can’t consider new ideas and new ways of approaching life.  They continue doing what they have always done.  I agree with Maxwell, “When you always do what you’ve always done, you’ll always get what you’ve always got.”  The world is changing.  Times are different now than in the 70’s.  Catch up!  Grow!  Be willing to change.





“Most people are funny; they want to get ahead and succeed, but they are reluctant to change.  They are often willing to grow only enough to accommodate their problems; instead, they need to grow enough to achieve their potential.”  Maxwell





“When the horse is dead, dismount.”  Maxwell





“If your church, ministry, or organization doesn't have to deal with the challenges of growth, it is a signal that something is drastically wrong.” –Rick Renner





If we are going to grow this year, we must be willing to change.  I want leaders that are willing to change…I want members who are willing to change.  Don’t say, “We’ve never done this before!”  Say, “Let’s try it and see if it works.”  


3.  Continue to grow!





Never stop growing.  The greatest enemy of success is success.  We can relax and feel like we have arrived.  The school is over and we have our certificate.  We have passed the course.  DON’T STOP, keep growing!  I want to die growing, because “When growth stops, decay begins.”





It's said that when Spanish composer-cellist Pablo Casals was in the final years of his life, a young reporter asked him, “Mr. Casals, you are ninety-five years old and the greatest cellist that ever lived. Why do you still practice six hours a day?”  What was Casals' answer? “Because I think I'm making progress.”





“The future truly belongs to the learning, not the learned”-  Eugene B. Habecker





The church is suffering from a lack of leaders and the reason that we never have enough leaders is because we don't have enough disciples who are learning and growing.  The difference between leaders and followers in not a difference in gifting but a difference in growing.  Those who devote themselves to learning and growing almost always become leaders simply because they rise above average.





Myles Munroe started as a school drop out, decided that he needed an education, got his GED, went to college, received his bachelor’s degree and then a masters’ degree.  He now writes and travels around the world speaking and challenging people to develop their potential.  





TCC has come a long ways.  We have done a lot of growing.  It has not always been easy; it has cost something.  The challenge is whether or not we are willing to pay the price to keep growing.  We can’t rest on last years growth…we must continue.  When we stop growing we start dying!  Some people grow for a time; then relax.  

III.
GROWING IS EQUALIZED.   

The growth of the church was balanced; it was growing in two dimensions.    


1.  The growth was Personal.





The early church devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching.  This involves spiritual growth.  They attended the workshops.  Imagine a workshop taught by Peter and the stories he would tell!  Thomas taught one called “Becoming a man of faith!”  




We are expected to grow spiritually.  In this area we are doing fairly well.  





Join a workshop; enroll in TEE, join the library, join CCD, attend LTI, register for CBI.  Get growing!


2.  The growth was Corporate.    





Not only was the church growing in maturity of the members but they were growing in numbers as a body.  In fact, the Bible says that they started out with 3000 members and the Lord was adding “daily” to the number being saved.   If you continue reading in the book of Acts you’ll find that more and more people kept getting saved and joining the church.  It was exciting!





The church later raised up missionaries and sent them out.  Some were scattered and went to plant other churches.  





TCC has attendance of 1000; membership of 800.  (possibly 400 have gone to other church plants over the years.)  This is an average growth of 50 people per year.  (max 70)  Is this satisfactory?  If last year we added 50 people that’s 5.2%!  What grade would we receive from the Lord on such figures?  D?  




As I read these words this week, the words “daily” jumped out at me.   How many is that in a year?  365! 





Is that possible for TCC?  Yes!  We need to get a fresh passion for bringing in the lost.  We need to remember that Jesus called us to be fishers of men, not keepers of the aquarium.  We need to remember that neighbor, workmate who is lost and going to hell.  We need to learn to develop friendships with non-Christians and bring them to Christ.  It is my prayer that this year we will see someone added to this church daily!  365 precious people.  





Some are here this morning.  Many more need to come.  



 

Will you join me in this task?  I realized that my fire has gone out and needs to be rekindled.  I have a goal of bringing 4 people into the kingdom this year, outside of the church service.  





The early church was a growing church.  
 




How does TCC rate?  Individual 80%  Corporate 50% (pastors said  60% 40%)

Commitment: 



What will I do to grow myself this year?  Register for a workshop; join TEE; go to CBI or LTI? 



What will I do to grow the church this year?  Let’s gather together on Wednesday and I will ask every prayer cell to come up with 12 names of people you want to be saved.  I want you to pray for them seriously this year and bring them to the Lord.  

If we're not perfect, let us at least be progressing.  

On Wed. for prayers we will pray….each home church to come with names of 12 people which you will commit to pray for and follow this year.  Include unsaved husbands, neighbors, workmates, relatives, etc.  

Series:  The Church God Uses

Week One: The church God uses…is devoted to growing.  


Personal growth…have you done anything?


Corporate growth…365 goal.  We will monitor.  Over 800 names were given on Wednesday night and are on the wall!  Please do not pluck the papers.  When someone gets saved, the home church leaders should report it in writing to the office and we will move the paper.  If someone not listed gets saved…report to the office.  

Week Two:  THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to PRAYING

Jan. 19th


Introduction:  The story of my week.  In bed on Monday morning, prayer by Bishop that enabled me to get up and go.  





Ac 2:42-47  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.



33 times in the book of Acts prayer is mentioned (in 28 chapters)  Some of them are not direct references to prayer but at least 29 are direct references to prayer or praying.  2 are for a place of prayer and 2 are requests to pray.  

“Andrew Murray asked, 'What is the reason why many thousands of Christian worker in the world have not a greater influence? Nothing save this - the prayerlessness which is the cause of the lack of a powerful spiritual life.'

“Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God's infinite grace and power.  All that God is, and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer.”

- R. A. Torrey

Richard Foster in his classic, celebration of Discipline. “We are working with God to determine the future. Certain things will happen in history if we pray rightly.”

As I look at the life of the early church I find three characteristics of their prayers….


I.  
THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYED PRIVATELY.





Ac 9:11, “The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.”
Saul was on his knees in private seeking God.  It was private prayer.





Ac 10:9, “About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray.”  This was not a special occasion; it was not a church meeting; it was lunch hour private prayers!  





Ac 11:5, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision.” Of Peter.  





These are examples of the fact that the early church members took personal prayer seriously.  Prayer was not just a public issue; they prayed at home in private.  They were following Jesus’ instruction in Mt 6:6,  “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”





Why is private prayer important?  Private prayer builds character and intimacy with God.  It builds character because you aren’t doing it to be seen; it is done in secret.  One of the dangers of corporate prayer is that we can come to impress others, or to be seen as serious believers.  Private prayer is crucial because it comes from pure motives.  





Private prayer also builds intimacy with God.  It is me and my God.  I can pour out my inner heart to him and he will hear me.  It strengthens our relationship immeasurably.  




Tips for private prayer:




1. Set a time.  






Look for a time you can pray.  It may be morning or in an evening.  It may be over lunch hour.  You can schedule a night which you will spend a couple of hours in God’s presence.  You can schedule a prayer retreat of one day or several days.  





What is your time to pray?  




2. Set a place.  





Decide where you will pray and meet with God.  You may come to the church building.  Or you may do it at home.  You may have only one room and it’s the only place you can meet with God.  Or you may choose a lonely place under a bush that is your “holy ground” place of meeting with God.  When possible, choose a place with few distractions…and where you will distract as few as possible.  (Nb.  If you choose your room to pray and 3:00 AM as your time, you might have a hard time winning your neighbors to Jesus!  Respect other’s privacy as well when you pray!  Remember that God is not deaf!) 




3. Be consistent.  





Do your best to keep your appointment with God.  I find that it takes a lot of discipline to be consistent.  Anyone can wake up one day and pray, but not many will do it day after day.  We tend to rise and fall in regards to our discipline.  Let’s rise up today and work at consistency.  





The church God uses …..prays privately.  





Rate yourself.  How is your private prayer life?  What needs to change?  What will you do about it?  When will you do it?  


II.  
THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYED PUBLICALLY.





Ac 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.





Ac 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.





Ac 12:5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.





These, among others are examples of times that the early church gathered together for prayer.  They had powerful prayer meetings in which they experienced the presence of God.  





The benefits of public prayer.





1.  Faith is increased.






When we come together your faith ignites my faith.  We encourage each other that God is able to do what we are asking.  We feel strengthened and empowered to ask God for more.  





2.  The weak are strengthened.






When we come together in prayer, those that are weak will be uplifted.  The discouraged will leave encouraged.  We can learn what it means to carry each other’s burdens.  Those who don’t know how to pray for 30 minutes are challenged by the stronger ones.  





3.  Our unity greatly expands our power.





Mt 18:20, “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”
When we gather corporately, we have a promise of Jesus’ special presence. 






De 32:30, “How could one man chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, unless the LORD had given them up?”





In the flesh, if one could chase 1000; two should chase 2000.  But in prayer, two can chase 10 times what one can do!  





Corporate prayer was important in the life of the early church.  What about ours?  How is the attendance at corporate prayers?  Morning glory?  Keshas?  1/4 night keshas?  Prayer retreats?  





The church God uses …..prays publicly.    How do we rate in public prayers?  



The early church prayed privately, publically….




III.  
THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYED POWERFULLY.  





One of the things that excites me when I read about the prayers of the early church is that they were not just making noise…things were happening!  

 

Ac 2:1-4, “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.



Ac 4:31, “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”



Ac 9:40, “Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.”



Ac 12:5-7,  “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.”



How do we measure prayer that is powerful?  POWERFUL PRAYER PRODUCES! 




Prayer that is powerful makes things happen in the spiritual realm.  If most of your prayers are not being answered, it’s time to service then engine!  Prayer that is powerful produces results.  If you say, “I pray a lot but I don’t see God moving.” There’s a problem somewhere.  





Js. 5:16, “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  

4 Keys for powerful prayer



1.  Pray with passion  





Passion in prayer is faith.  The Bible says in Heb. 11:6,  “And without faith it is impossible to please God,…”





Passion ignites prayer to a higher level.  It takes prayer from just saying words to conquering worlds!  We should be fired up and red hot when it comes to pray.  We have the power to change the destiny of men and women through prayer!  How can we take it with apathy?  





Prayer is not just making noise.  In prayer we have the privilege to change the world.  We have to privilege to bring people into the kingdom of God.





Ask God to rekindle within you the passion to pray.



2.  Pray with purity.




Isa 59:2,  “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”





Sin can keep us from praying powerfully.  I’m afraid that this is the key reason many of us don’t see answers to our prayers, because in one area or another we are tolerating sin in our lives.  





“Prayer is sensitive, and it is always affected by the character and conduct of the one who prays.  Water cannot rise above its own level, and a spotless prayer cannot flow from a spotted heart.  Straight praying is never born of crooked conduct.”  – E.M. Bounds





Major causes of impurity: 





a.  Unforgiveness.  




   



Mt. 6:12-15,  “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”





Very simple.  If you have bitterness towards anyone…don’t expect breakthroughs in prayer!





b.  Wrong motives



 
Jas 4:3,  “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  





Sometimes it is our motive which hinders God from answering our prayers.  We pray selfishly and desire comfort and blessings just to feel good.  We need to check our motives and desires.   Why do I want my husband to get saved?  Why do I want that new dress I’m asking for?  Check your motives and see if they are in line with God’s desires for you.  





c.  Disobedience.





Lu 6:46, “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”  If we are going to see prayers being answered we need to be ready to walk in obedience.  

 



Many believers are walking in direct disobedience to God in one area or another.  It keeps their prayers from being answered.  Our relationships matter a lot to God.  He even instructs us to stop praying if we know that someone is against us.  (Mt. 5:23-24, “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.”





Paul Cho, when asked about the secret of his success as a pastor, replied, “I pray and obey.”





Are you walking in TOTAL obedience to God today? Every day?  Get it right and God will hear your prayers.    Powerful prayers are born out of a pure heart.  

The third key to powerful prayer is…



3.  Pray with power.





If we are going to pray powerfully we need to have the power!  The power is the Holy Spirit!  Eph 5:18-20, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”





When Paul says that we should be “filled with the Spirit” he is not talking of a one time filling, he is looking at an ongoing process.  Being filled with the Spirit is to be a continuous exercise.





Too many believers are like a tin can with holes in the bottom.  They claim that they are filled, but don’t realize they are leaking!





How full of the Spirit are you this morning?  What percentage of your life is Sprit-controlled?  



4.  Pray with persistence.  





Lk. 18:1, “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.”  





God honors persistence. He wants us to persevere.  He wants us to keep going.





Have you given up praying on a certain issue?  Persevere!

Evaluate TCC

This week in the evening meetings….250; 25% of the Sunday morning attendance (and that was with a special announcement and a miracle service!)

Percentage of church?  25%

What Mark would you give?  ABCDF?  

Needed:


60 Men ready to pray for their senior pastor daily


120 members ready to pray daily for the church and to fast one day per week.  

Action step


To deepen my prayer life this week I will….   


· Take 30 minutes daily for prayer; 1 hour

· Attend Morning Glory

· Attend Tuesday night prayers

· Join the Watchkeepers

The Church God uses is devoted to prayer.  



watch keepers,  week of prayer; prayer walks, marches.  

 
How does TCC rate?  80%  (pastors said 70%)

Thank you for putting off your mobile

Week Three:  THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to RELATING

Jan. 26th

I. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to GROWING

Jan. 12th

II. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to PRAYING

Jan. 19th

III. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to RELATING

Jan. 26th

IV. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to WORSHIPPING

Feb. 2nd

Introduction: 




Ac 2:42-47  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.



Relating


“were together…had everything in common…they gave…they met together daily…they broke bread together and ate together in their homes

Three signs of the quality of the relationships in the early church:

I.  
THEY WERE DEVOTED TO MEETING TOGETHER.



“…every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.” 



The early church was devoted to meeting together.   It was daily activity for them.  



In their meeting together they were taught from the “apostles’ teaching”.  They were able to worship and they were able to partake in Holy Communion.  


Why is it crucial for us to meet together? 



1.  Meeting together builds unity.





When we are alone at home it is difficult to feel that we are a part of something bigger.  We can feel isolated and alone.  But when we come together we are reminded that we are a part of something that is bigger than ourselves. 



2.  Meeting together brings identity.





Coming together as a corporate body helps us to find our identity and sense of belonging.  We can feel that we belong in a group which we call the local church.  We can identify with the spirit of our local church.  We can feel, “This is my church” “He is my pastor” “That brother is my home church leader.”  Every human being has a deep need to identify with a group of people.  



3.  Meeting together bestows training.




Our meeting together is to provide training for our ministry.  Eph. 4:11-12, “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”  





We are called to “do the work of ministry”.  Each of us has a role to play.  Every member is a minister.  When we come together it is to be trained, motivated and encouraged to continue in ministry.  The worship is to bring us into fresh contact with our God who has called us.  The message should feed and strengthen the body.  The workshops directly train and build up each member for works of service.  





Each member is called to be involved in ministry.  When you feed others you need a time to feed yourself.  





Let’s remember that the learning is not an end in itself.  It is to equip us to go out and serve.  If you are not yet involved in ministry of some sort, God still has more that he wants to do in your life.  





No wonder the writer of Hebrews says,  “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Heb. 10:25)  It is easy to think of excuses for not meeting together.  We need to encourage each other.  Part of this means checking on people who missed a service.  We should do this as home churches.  Notice who is here and who is not.  Maybe they are sick; maybe discouraged.  Esp. we need to make an extra effort to encourage the newly saved to come for the meetings.  

II.
THEY WERE DEVOTED TO EATING TOGETHER.



“…They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts”




One of the characteristics of the early church that Luke records is that they spent time eating together in their homes.  They enjoyed food and fellowship! 





Notice that it was not the apostles who were visiting people.  It is not the work of the pastor to do visitation!  Too many people are complaining that “I haven’t been visited by the pastor.”  



1.  They visited gladly.





They were not compelled to visit each other.  They were glad to visit each other.  It was a joy, not a burden.  How do you feel about going to see someone else?  How do you feel when you find them coming to visit you?   



2.  They visited sincerely.  





They were not visiting each other to find out what the other person had.  They were not visiting to spread the latest gossip.  They were not visiting to find out how a man was treating his wife.  They did it with sincere hearts.  Their hearts were full of love for Jesus and their love for Jesus spilled out to love for Jesus’ people.   When you love someone you want to spend time with them.  





They were not visiting just because they were hungry!  This was not just idle people feeling called to go and “visit” around tea time!  





Some visit only when they have a need.   That’s not sincere; you are visiting for yourself, not for the other person.



Visiting each other in our homes strengthens the church in several ways:

· It allows us to learn to know each other better.





We can’t really learn to know someone very well in a public meeting.  To really learn to know someone you need to see them in their natural environment.  

· It allows for more personal sharing of our walk with God.  





When we are together with another brother/sister or a family we can share more deeply about what God is doing in our lives.  





While a home visit is an excellent time to share deeply about our walk with Christ, more often it becomes a chance to share gossip, enjoy roasted pastor, or just chat.  

Visitation Manners

Drama team



1.  Do share what God is teaching you.  Avoid tired testimonies!  Be real.  If you are going through a difficult time, be honest and share your struggles.  Make sure that every visit involves some good conversation.



2.  Do turn off the TV!  People have not come to visit your TV but you.  The TV kills conversation.  (And leave your mobile



3.  Do carry a gift.  This tradition seems to be dying out, but I think it’s beautiful.  



4.  Do both “planned” and “unplanned” visits.  Both have their merits.  




If it is unplanned, respect people’s programmes, pop in and pop out!  Ac 21:5, “But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way.”




Planned visits allow for more relaxed time and the mama will be prepared for visitors.  Set a date and plan for that visit.  You may even plan to meet with a certain couple or family on a monthly basis. Home churches can make a plan to visit each other on a certain day.  



5.  Don’t apologize for your house/food.  Share what you have with joy and not apologies.


6.  Do balance visiting and hosting.  Even singles can invite couples to their houses.  



7.  Be sensitive to your host.  




If the family has a programme, honour that programme.  




If a member of the family is not saved, befriend them; don’t beat them with the gospel.  




If you are visiting without a notice, don’t eat all the food!  




Watch the time, esp. if you are visiting a member of the opposite sex.  




If it is a leader, respect his family life.   Keep problems in the office, or make it clear that you are coming for official matters, not for tea.  

III.
THEY WERE DEVOTED TO SHARING TOGETHER.



“All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.”  





A powerful sign of the quality of the early church’s relationships was the way they shared material possessions among themselves.  They were a family.  



1.  They shared as a sign of unity.




The believers were “together” and when they shared it was a sign of their unity.  It is very difficult to share a physical need with someone who you don’t feel close to. 



2.  They shared sacrificially.





They even sold items to give to others!  That’s sacrificial giving!  What was happening?  They were some much focused on each other instead of themselves that it was not strange for them to sell their property.   





“They sold goods, not to get rid of property, but to get rid of selfishness.”  (Baxter, from Matthew Henry Commentary on CD)





Selfishness runs very deep inside of us and generous giving is the best dawa for this sickness.  



3.  They shared willingly. 




They saw needs and gave to meet the needs.  There was a willing spirit to give.  They were so excited about their relationship with Jesus that material things didn’t seem very important any more.  Someone said, “Once we give ourselves to God, giving our possessions is easy!”  (from Zingers)





We need to encourage a willing spirit of giving among us.  At the same time we need to guard against a spirit of dependency.  We need to recognize that the church is not the answer to every problem that you are facing.  It is not wrong to express your need.  But then allow people to give willingly, not out of guilt or manipulation. 





One reason that it is difficult to give sometimes is that the quality of our relationships is so poor.  We don’t know and love each other deeply; then giving becomes difficult.  Some people never give or visit or bless others; but when they have a problem they come running to the fellowship for assistance.  Don’t expect that to go very well.  

We can share with each other.  It may be through a harambee to share together to raise money for someone or in other ways.  You may know a family in need and just get a bag of unga to send to them.  You may see a brother who needs a shirt and you get to your closet a get one for him.  You can put an envelop in the offering basket with someone’s name on it…or just give to the deacons.  You can bring clothes to the church for distribution to needy persons.  Even if you aren’t able to meet a need you can join hands together in prayer for a need and believe God together.  But each of us can do something this week to share with someone in need.  

Conclusion





The early church related well with each other.  They understood Jesus’ teaching that, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (Jn. 13:35)  They demonstrated that love in powerful ways, by meeting together, eating together, and sharing together. It was a powerful testimony to their city of to gospel that they preached.  In fact, it says that they were “enjoying the favor of all the people.”  What do people outside think about TCC?  Do they see us as a group of people who love each other and relate well together?  Or do they see a bunch of hypocrites who sing nicely on Sunday but talk about each other on Monday?




How does TCC score in RELATING?




A




B




C




D




F 


How does TCC rate?  50%  (pastors said 75%)

Action step:

Take a step this week to restore a relationship which has been broken.

Determine that you will be faithful in attending meetings.  

Visit another believer this week.   

Eat with another family this week.  

Invite someone you don’t know to have a meal with your family.  

Find a way to meet a physical or financial need of which you are aware.  If you don’t know of any, give to the deacon’s fund.  

This week to strengthen my relationships I will…..

Housekeeping.  Last Sunday we read the budget and prayed for new leaders and appointed new elders.  Many of you didn’t bother to attend?  Why?

A.  The announcement was not clear

B.  The budget is boring to you.

C.  You totally trust TCC with the finances.

D.  You don’t feel you belong to TCC

Week Four: 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to WORSHIPPING

Feb. 2nd

I. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to GROWING

Jan. 12th

II. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to PRAYING

Jan. 19th

III. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to RELATING

Jan. 26th

IV. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to WORSHIPPING

Feb. 2nd


Ac 2:42-47  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


The early church was a worshipping church.  They were “praising God”.   I believe that a church God uses will be a church that knows how to praise and worship.  (In this message I will not make a distinction between praise and worship.)  What is worship?  Worship is…. actively acknowledging the worth of God.


Worship is active.



It is not a spectator sport.  It is not for us to come and watch others worship.  It is not even to watch the worship team worship.  It is for each one of us to get involved.  



Worship is focused


It must be towards God or it is not worship.  



Singing is an essential part of worship but it is very possible to be singing with out worshipping.  Drunkards can sing; but they aren’t worshipping!



When we worship we focus on God and acknowledge his worth or value.  


Worship is eternal.  



It is the only activity of the church today that will continue in heaven.  



“Praise is the rehearsal of our eternal song.” –Spurgeon



One of the most essential preparations for eternity is delight in praising God; a higher achievement, I do think, than even delight and devotedness in prayer. --Chalmers





The early church used the O.T. scriptures as their instruction manual for worship.  The book of the Bible that is particularly designed for worship is Psalms.  The final Psalm answers four significant questions about worship.  

Everyone read together.


Ps 150, “Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.”

 In this Psalm of 6 verses, “praise” is used 13 times.  The Psalm begins and ends with the Hebrew word Hallelujah which means “Praise Jehovah.” 

I.       Where do we Worship the Lord?


1.  We Worship in his sanctuary.





We worship the Lord with his people.  Worship is best when we are together.  We stimulate one another to enter into his presence.  We join our voices together.  My voice blends with yours.  My hands and your hands create clapping in his presence.  We come to worship Him!





Since we are coming to worship God we should make every effort to do our best.  That’s why we dress nicely; we are worshipping God.  We should prepare our hearts to come and worship.  We should come on time!  


2.  We Worship in his mighty heavens.





“…praise him in his mighty heavens”





The heavens are the place where His power is; God’s spiritual temple.  Look up at the stars.  How high are they?





Worship lifts us up to another world, the place where God dwells.  (Paul talked of the “2nd heaven”)





Let us press on in worship until we enter the high levels of the spiritual realm. 

II.     Why do we worship the Lord?


1.  We worship him for his deeds.  “His acts of power.”





We worship because of what he has done.   Worship is recalling what God has done.  





Instead of focusing on our problems; praise allows us to focus on God’s provisions.  





What has God done for you?   Take a moment and reflect on his goodness to you.  Yes, you may have had troubles in this world; but look at all he has done for you.  You have life, strength, health, you have clothes on your back; you are breathing free air, he has put you in a family; he has brought you salvation.  Worship HIM!


2.  We worship him for his character.  “His surpassing greatness.”



We worship because of who he is.  Do you know him?  It’s hard to worship someone that you don’t know.  The more we know about our God the more we will want to worship him.  Can you describe him?  There are not enough words in our language to describe him.  

The ABC’s of God’s character….

Adorable

Beautiful

Compassionate

Dependable

Excellent

Faithful

Generous

Holy

Infinite

Just

Kind

Loving

Magnificent

Nice

Omnipresent

Powerful

Quality

Rich

Strong

Triumphant

Unbwogable

Valuable

Wise

Xmas

Yea and Amen

Zealous
The alphabet can’t contain him!  Do you know him?  Do you know his name?  


Names of God,  

Jehovah Rapha (healer); 

Jehovah Shalom (Peace); 

Jehovah Jireh (provider), 

Jehovah Nissi (our banner); 

the strong tower, 

lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the morning star, 

the prince of peace, 

the wonderful counselor, 

the mighty God, 

the everlasting father, 

the ancient of days, 

the I AM, 

the good shepherd, 

the way, 

the truth, 

the life, 

the door, 

the rock, 

the rider of the white horse, 

the lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world, 

king of kings and lord of Lords, 

the name above every other name, 

Alpha, 

Omega, 

beginning and the end, 

bright morning star,

Lilly of the valley, 

Rose of Sharon, 

Emmanuel God with us, 

Jesus (Saviour),  

Amen,

Author and perfector of our faith,

Cornerstone,

The Faithful Witness,

Great High Priest,

The Head of the Church,

The Heir of all things,

The Image of God,

The Righteous One

The King of the Jews, King of the Ages, King of Kings,

The Lawgiver, 


The light of the world,

Lord of Glory,

The Messiah/Annointed One,

The only begotten son,

The Author of life,

Our redeemer,

The Resurrection and the life,

The Rock,

The Root of David,

The Son of David,

The Great Shepherd of the Sheep,

The Son of Man,

The Word,

The Father of Lights,

The Living God,

The Most High

Do you know him?  



That’s my king…do you know him?



He is worthy!  He is worth praising.   We worship Him because he is awesome!  Our text says that  His greatness is “surpassing”  Surpass means to “go beyond the limit,”




His greatness surpasses my pronunciation



His greatness surpasses my documentation




His greatness surpasses my education



His greatness surpasses my observation



His greatness surpasses my proclamation







His greatness surpasses my revelation



His greatness surpasses my interpretation



His greatness surpasses my inspiration



His greatness surpasses my imagination

Do you know Him?  That’s my king!


We praise him for his character.

III. 
How do we worship the Lord?


1.  With instruments




“Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals.”





7 instruments are mentioned here: Trumpet, harp, lyre, tambourine, stings, flute, cymbals.  7 is the biblical number of perfection.





Instruments are nothing but pieces of wood, metal, or skin but they are fashioned in such a way that they can make sound.  We praise God with them.  We honor him when we play skillfully.  There is a tradition that in the days of high festival when all the singers and musicians were in full swing, the Temple music could on occasions be heard 15 miles away.





Do we have at least 7 instruments?  Keyboard, drums, cymbals, guitar, bass guitar, horn?   





Where is the tambourine?  Where is the trumpet?  





At TCC we have a new bass guitar with no player.   


2.  With our bodies




We are instructed to praise him with “dancing”.  





Dancing implies wholehearted worship.  It means we have forgotten about our selves and are releasing our whole being to praise the Lord.  When we start focusing on the Lord, our toes start moving, our hands start moving, our knees start swaying and we keep on until our whole body is involved.  





David, the man after God’s own heart, danced with all his might.  His wife accused him of not being dignified.  WE ARE NOT CALLED TO BE DIGNIFIED; WE ARE CALLED TO GLORIFY!  





Men are needed to worship!  Release yourself.  Men are needed on the worship teams.  





Forget about yourself; worship is not about you, it’s about JESUS!

IV.  
Who is to worship the Lord?





“Everything that has breath.” Every man, woman, boy, girl, every creature, all angels, anything with breath is called to worship the Lord.  The rich, the poor, the educated, the uneducated, the young, the old, the strong, the weak, the big, the small, the short, the tall, all are called to fall and worship the Lord!





Every tribe and every nation…the Europeans, the Chinese, the Koreans, the Russians, the Americans, the Australians, the whole world is called to worship our God!





Africa is called to worship our God.  From the shores of the Mediterranean (Tunisia) to the coast of South Africa, from Senegal to Somalia, 





Kenyans are called to worship the Lord.  From Lake Victoria to the Indian Ocean; from Lake Turkana to Mombassa.  Let everything that has breath, praise the Lord.





Let the Luos, the Luias, the Kisii’s, the Kalenjins, the Teso’s, the Turkanas, the Masaii, the Kambas, the Kikuyu’s, the Merus’, the Embu’s, Pokots, Burana, Migikenda, Kuria, Nandi, Somali, Swahili, Kipsigis, Elgey, Tugen, Marakwet, Duruma, Giryama, and Boran  worship the Lord!  





The unsaved also are called to worship the Lord.  You are created to worship the one who made you.  He waits for you to come and acknowledge that He is God and alone can save you.  Will you worship Him today?  Will you accept his offer of salvation?  

Conclusion





God is looking for worshippers.  Jn. 3.  The church God uses is devoted to worshipping and praising God. It releases the power of his presence among us and transforms our lives.  




How does TCC rate in worship?



A



B



C



D


Are you a worshipper?  Worship demands our best.  It demands our time, preparation, and all our energy.  

Action Step… This week to worship God better I will….

Come early to the church to pray

Commit myself to be on time to the service

Spend 15 minutes in private, personal worship at home

Join a worship team

Learn to play an instrument

Buy a tambourine for the church

Week Five:  Response

Review where we have been:

Ac 2:42-47  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


I. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to GROWING

Jan. 12th
I.  
GROWING IS EXPECTED.

II.
GROWING IS EXPENSIVE. 




1.  Choose to grow.  




2. Change to Grow.  




3.  Continue to grow!

III.
GROWING IS EQUALIZED.   



1.  The growth was Personal.



2.  The growth was Corporate.    


Commitment: 



What will I do to grow myself this year?  Register for a workshop; join TEE; go to CBI or LTI? 



What will I do to grow the church this year?  Let’s gather together on Wednesday and I will ask every prayer cell to come up with 12 names of people you want to be saved.  I want you to pray for them seriously this year and bring them to the Lord.  

Personal Growth:

Josephine Muthoni, joined CCD? 

Pauline, joined CCD?

Mrs. Muhia, teaching workshops in other churches

Evangelism:

Josphat Kariuki, 

John Kariuki (Gatende)

Muhia, 2nd

II. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to PRAYING

Jan. 19th

I.  
THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYED PRIVATELY.




Tips for private prayer:




1. Set a time.  




2. Set a place.  




3. Be consistent.  


II.  
THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYED PUBLICALLY.


III.  
THE EARLY CHURCH PRAYED POWERFULLY.  




4 Keys for powerful prayer



1.  Pray with passion  



2.  Pray with purity.



3.  Pray with power.



4.  Pray with persistence.  



60 Men ready to pray for their senior pastor daily



120 members ready to pray daily for the church and to fast one day per week.  



Action step


To deepen my prayer life this week I will….   


· Take 30 minutes daily for prayer; 1 hour

· Attend Morning Glory

· Attend Tuesday night prayers

· Join the Watchkeepers

Praying:

Hilda, written only, will be at Imali

Mrs. Tindi  1st.  

III. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to RELATING

Jan. 26th

THEY WERE DEVOTED TO MEETING TOGETHER.


THEY WERE DEVOTED TO EATING TOGETHER.

 
THEY WERE DEVOTED TO SHARING TOGETHER.

Action step:

Take a step this week to restore a relationship which has been broken.

Determine that you will be faithful in attending meetings.  

Visit another believer this week.   

Eat with another family this week.  

Invite someone you don’t know to have a meal with your family.  

Find a way to meet a physical or financial need of which you are aware.  If you don’t know of any, give to the deacon’s fund.  

IV. 
THE CHURCH GOD USES…Is devoted to WORSHIPPING

Feb. 2nd
Worship is…. actively acknowledging the worth of God.



Worship is active.



Worship is focused


Worship is eternal.  


Ps. 150


I.       Where do we Worship the Lord?



1.  We Worship in his sanctuary.



2.  We Worship in his mighty heavens.


II.     Why do we worship the Lord?



1.  We worship him for his deeds.  “His acts of power.”



2.  We worship him for his character.  “His surpassing greatness.”


III. 
How do we worship the Lord?


1.  With instruments




2.  With our bodies


IV.  
Who is to worship the Lord?





“Everything that has breath.”
Action Step… This week to worship God better I will….

Come early to the church to pray

Commit myself to be on time to the service

Spend 15 minutes in private, personal worship at home

Join a worship team

Learn to play an instrument

Buy a tambourine for the church

Worshipping:

Loice Byler, first service

Mrs. Kihara, first service

p. 22

