It’s Nice to Be NEAT!

By Jon Byler

Key verse: 1Cor. 14:40, “But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”

I.  Understanding neatness


What does it mean to be “neat”?  How would you describe a neat person?


The dictionary defines neat as…

neat \"nÈt\ adj 1 : being orderly and clean   4 : precise, systematic 5 : 6 : fine, admirable syn shipshape, tidy, trig, trim — neat adv — neat•ly adv — neat•ness n 
1ti•dy \"tï-dÈ\ adj ti•di•er; -est 1 : well ordered and cared for : neat 2 : large, substantial <a ~ sum> — ti•di•ness \"tï-dÈ-n€s\ n  

It may also help us to think of some antonyms of neat:  disorder, instability, commotion, confusion, “junky” etc.  

II.  Biblical examples of neatness


1.  God is a God of order
1Co 14:33, “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints,”

1Co 14:40, “But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”

God, by his very nature is orderly and neat.  He created the world and brought order out of chaos.  Can you imagine God saying, “Now, just where did I put that letter? Or Wait here, we can’t seem to find the book of life, but surely it is around somewhere.  Just have a seat please.”  


2.  The tabernacle was incredibly orderly.

Ex 26:30, “Set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the mountain.”  The details of the tabernacle are incredibly neat and orderly. Everything has its place.  The building is symmetrically designed.  Perfect!  (It is a picture of the heavenly dwelling of God.)


3.  Solomon was a king with order.

1Ki 10:4-5, “When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built,  the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.”

The queen was impressed on many accounts but several had their root in order.  The arrangement of the food, the way the seats were arranged, the way the servants were dressed all made an impression on the queen.  Our environment says something about us! 


4.  Some waited until death to have order!

2Sa 17:23,  “When Ahithophel saw that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his donkey and set out for his house in his hometown. He put his house in order and then hanged himself. So he died and was buried in his father's tomb.”

2Ki 20:1, “In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and said, ‘This is what the LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not recover.’”
Death has a way of separating the important from the unimportant.  These men saw death approaching and wanted to put things in order.  This may involve much more than just their physical environment but certainly includes it.  Why wait until death to put your house in order?  Why wait until you are moving, or visitors are coming?  


5.  Salvation brings order.

Lk. 11:25, “When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order.”  The evil spirits in this case, have gone and return to find everything in order.

Col 2:5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.”  Paul was delighted with the orderliness of the believers; sometimes we seem to feel that being orderly is associated with formal religion.  

III.  The benefits of neatness

1.  Neatness shows that someone cares.

Nothing just “happens” neatly!  The definition of tidy was “cared for.”  When you see a neat place, an office or a sitting room, you know that someone took time to do something about it.  Neatness shows that someone cared about the situation and did something about it.  It reflects a plan in is impressive to realize that someone thought about the issue ahead of time and prepared for it.  A clean compound shows that we valued neatness.  What message does it convey if a stamp is put on crooked? Or a letter which is dirty or folded incorrectly?

Col 3:23, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men,”  Do your job neatly.  If it is preparing the notice board, make it neat.  If it is setting out cups, arrange them nicely.  If it is storing equipment, arrange them nicely.  

2.  Neatness shows an appreciation for beauty.

When you find a neat office you know that someone there appreciates beauty.  It shows concern for the “finer things of life.”  

Look at the table in the front reception area at the beginning of the day.  What does it convey?  What about the signs in the toilets?  The conference room?  

This is why things like the painting on the building are important and removing the broken down vehicles from the parking lot or putting the telephone lines in order.   

3.  Neatness shows a life under control.

When you enter an office and find things in order you are likely to find a person whose life is balanced.  It indicates that all is well.  

We often talk of “law and order.” They go together.  Where there is respect for the law there is order.  Where there is disorder, there is bound to be lawlessness.  

4.  Neatness is a reflection of God’s nature.

God is a God of order.  Creation reflects his order and arrangement.  Mathematical laws, the laws of physics, the revolutions of planets marching in order around the sun all reflect his order.  The delicate symmetry on a butterflies wings show the orderliness of God.  

1Co 14:33, “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints,”

“God's great universe is operating according to a strict plan.  Is there any excuse why your "universe" should operate as an accident evolving from conflict and confusion?”  Peter Wiwcharuck

IV.  The Results of neatness:

1.  Time is saved.

When your environment is neat and orderly, time is saved.  More time can be spent in doing the job instead of looking for the file!  You will not be distracted by so many other things lying around.  You will be able to focus clearly on the task at hand.  

2.  A more peaceful environment.

Neatness provides a peaceful environment.  

1Co 14:33, “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints,”

When things are neat around you it creates a sense of well-being and rest.  Order increases contentment and peace.  

3.  Allows others to participate in your “world.”  

Others can participate in your environment if it is neat.  They can figure out where things are because they are organized.  If you are gone; others can find what they need.   A mess says, “keep off, you are in dangerous territory.”  If you are well organized and tidy you can easily tell someone, “Go to my office and in the top drawer on the left side you will find the key.”  Otherwise, you will have to go and find it yourself!

IV. Developing neatness in your office

1.  Find a place for everything important.

If something doesn’t have a place, create one!  Make a box, shelf, or label that gives it a place.  

If it doesn’t need a place, remove it!  Ask, “Will I ever need this again?”

2.  Develop a filing/storage system.

“Much time is wasted looking for items that are lost.”  Maxwell

After you have used an item or read a letter, what do you do with it?  Do you set it aside and say “I’ll take care of it later?”  If so, you likely have a big pile of such materials right now!

Develop a system to take care of your needs.  If you deal with paperwork, an inbox or outbox will help.  A filing cabinet may be a necessity for a secretary or someone who handles a lot of paper.  If you are keeping things, (equipment, utensils, etc.) have a way of sorting them out and putting them in proper places.  

3.  Take time to organize.

If you don’t organize you will agonize.  Sometimes you will need to go through your shelves and drawers.  Sort things out.  Throw some away. Label others.  If you have not done this for some time it will take quite a while.  Do a thorough cleaning one time and then keep up with it on a regular basis.  Set some time in your schedule to make things neat.  Don’t allow yourself to procrastinate.  Do it now!

If you use an inbox or have papers that accumulate; set aside a time to deal with them.  Clear them out.  Either trash them, file them, act upon them or put them in your schedule to deal with later.  

It does take time to be neat; however, it often takes just a second longer to do the job neatly than to do it sloppily.  

4.  Clear your workspace regularly.  

Deal with the clutter.  Remember that your environment will naturally disintegrate.  The 2nd law of thermodynamics in layman’s language says: “Everything will deteriorate when left alone.”

Develop a taste for order.  It’s not always natural.  Train your eyes to see trash or disorder.  Even Sanguines can learn to appreciate an orderly environment!   Look around your office or working place with the eyes of a visitor.  What do they see?  What have you been overlooking?  Ask someone else to help you see things that you are overlooking.  

Conclusion


It’s nice to be neat!  It makes your world and our world a better place to be.  Take some time to do the self evaluation and take the action step as you determine to be a person who reflects the nature of God in your environment.

Evaluation

Ask yourself the following questions to help find out where you are in neatness.  

When people ask me for something do I know quickly where it is?

Do I have a system for keeping things in their place.

If someone else was to enter my office/home/working place, could they figure out where things belonged?

If I would look at my work area with the eyes of a visitor, what would it look like?  

Action assignment

Identify an area in your life that is disorganized.  Plan a time in your schedule when you will put it in shape.  Go through the steps given in the lesson.  
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