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Introduction 
Welcome to the Church With a Purpose Bible Study Guide Series.   In this series we are looking closely at each of the five purposes of the church: Worship, Evangelism, Discipleship, Fellowship and Ministry.   This series may be studied in any order but it is strongly suggested that the first study should be the foundation book, A Church With a Purpose.  This guide lays the foundation for understanding the five biblical purposes of the church. 

In this Study Guide we will examine the role of fellowship in the church.   God’s plan is for each of us to be enriched by healthy relationships with others which go far beyond casual meetings in large groups.  You’ll discover the keys to build good relationships with others who are living life with a purpose.   Get ready for your life to be transformed as you look together at the word of God.

 
This guide is designed for group study but may be done on an individual level as well.   The group leader should facilitate the discussion by asking the questions, keeping everyone involved, ensuring that everyone has understood the concepts, and following to make sure that the application assignments are done.  

The scriptures are printed in the book for ease of reference.  The Message version is used primarily in this study.  If you prefer another version, simply use the references and read the verses from the Bible of your choice.  

Are you ready?  Let’s get started!   

1. THE CALL TO FELLOWSHIP 
I have fond memories of festive seasons with my family. I remember when my daddy would gather all of us at home, slaughter a ram for us and we would all eat together as one family.  What a joy it was! Today we have more fun with our own children playing in front of their grandparents.  

Another time as a young boy I visited my grandmother in her home.  She was a godly woman of great strength. Early in the morning I overheard her praying. She prayed with great passion to a God she knew well.  She sounded convinced that God was her friend.  As I listened she began to intercede for her family.  She prayed for my uncles who lived with her, my aunts and of course my mom. She prayed for their spouses and for all her grandchildren by name.  This amazed me.  When I learnt that this was her daily practice I felt so special that I belonged to her family.

Everyone wants to belong.  Everyone longs to be a part of a family where he/she is loved, accepted and valued.  Families are meant to be safe places where each one is a part of a unique fellowship.

Did you know that God has created us to belong to his family? He invites us to enjoy all the benefits and privileges of a family in which our loving heavenly father gathers us together to eat and have fun with one another. It is his plan for us to belong to this family and to fellowship together as brothers and sisters.  This study is designed to help us better understand what it means to belong to God’s family and to learn how we can enjoy good fellowship with each other. 

1.  Think about your experience in a family by answering the following questions.

a. What one word could you use to describe how you feel with your family that is different from when you are with other friends?

b. How would you describe your relationship with your brothers/sisters?

c. Are there times that you differ with them?  How does this affect your relationship?

d. Can you think of a dispute with one of them that remained unresolved for a long time?     What was it and how did you resolve it?  

2.  Read Ps. 133:1-3

1How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers and sisters get along!   2It's like costly anointing oil flowing down head and beard,  Flowing down Aaron's beard,  flowing down the collar of his priestly robes.  3It's like the dew on Mount Hermon flowing down the slopes of Zion.  Yes, that's where GOD commands the blessing,  ordains eternal life.  (The Message)

a. How does the Bible describe a relationship in which brothers and sisters get along well?

b. Do you feel you could use the same words to describe the relationships in your home?  Why or why not?

c. What are some things that keep unity and fellowship from our relationships?

d. How do you think God feels when he sees our relationships without unity?

3.  Read Heb. 2:10-13

 10It makes good sense that the God who got everything started and keeps everything going now completes the work by making the Salvation Pioneer perfect through suffering as he leads all these people to glory. 11Since the One who saves and those who are saved have a common origin, Jesus doesn't hesitate to treat them as family, 12saying,   I'll tell my good friends, my brothers and sisters, all I know about you;   I'll join them in worship and praise to you. 13Again, he puts himself in the same family circle when he says,     Even I live by placing my trust in God.   And yet again,   I'm here with the children God gave me.  (The Message)

a. How does Jesus describe his relationship to us and how does it make you feel?

b. What does Jesus do to show his love for his “family”?

c. When God created the church, why do you think he used the picture of a family to describe our relationships?  

 d. Are there people in your church or fellowship group that you are proud of or feel very special love for?    How do you express that love?

4.  Read 1 John 4:20-21  

20 If anyone boasts, "I love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won't love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can't see? 21 The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You've got to love both. (The Message)

a. What are these verses saying about the relationship between our love for God and our love for a brother or sister?

b. Why does it seem easier to love God than to love others?

c. What does it really mean when we call each other “brother” or “sister” in the church?

d. How well do you think your group or church reflects Christ’s image of family relationships?  

e. What can be done to improve these relationships? 

Reflect

When God looks at the unity in your group do you think he is commanding blessings or withholding blessings?  


Action Assignment
1.  Think of a relative of yours with whom you have not related so well in the past.  Visit this person, make a call or send a letter this month to show your love.  

2. As a small group, plan when you will visit a member who has not come for fellowship for a long time or plan for a visit to another member of your group.

3. Think of someone in your church or small group who has been special to you.  Find a way this week to express your appreciation to them.  Let them know that you are glad that they are a brother or sister in God’s family.

4.  Take some time now to stop and thank God for bringing you into his family.  Thank him for your brothers and sisters and pray that he will help you live together in the way a family should.

2. THE PURPOSE OF FELLOWSHIP

Sister Mary serves as an assistant leader in her small group and enjoys the fellowship not only during the weekly meetings but with frequent visits in between.  When she was on leave she traveled upcountry for 4 weeks and enjoyed the time off from work but really missed her fellowship with the brethren.  She had no way of communicating with them or getting any news of how they were doing.  She planned her schedule for returning to arrive just in time for their weekly meeting and was so excited that she was there 15 minutes before starting time!  As others arrived she greeted and hugged them warmly, saying, “I missed you so much and longed for your fellowship.”

What do you think made Mary miss the fellowship so deeply?

Have you ever had a similar experience?  Share it with the group.  

God created fellowship and designed for each of us to need healthy relationship with others.  Let’s look together at God’s purpose for fellowship.  

1.  Read Acts 2: 42-47 

42They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the prayers. 43Everyone around was in awe--all those wonders and signs done through the apostles! 44And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common. 45They sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so that each person's need was met. 

    46They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, 47as they praised God. People in general liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as God added those who were saved. (The Message)

a. Describe the type of fellowship that was taking place in the early church.  

b. Why were persons willing to sell their items and give to others who had a need?

c. How do you think the recipients of these gifts felt?

d. How do you think those who gave felt?

e. What do you think happened as the believers met in each others’ homes for meals together?  

f. Why was it important for them to meet in settings other than in the temple?  

This sharing of life together is an important purpose of fellowship.  God has planned for us to get to know each other on a personal level far beyond what happens in a large meeting.  When we meet together in other settings we truly learn to know each other, discover needs that we all have and learn to meet those needs together.  

2. Reflect on this aspect of fellowship by answering the following questions together.

a. How is your group similar to the early church?

b. How is your group different from the early church?  

c. What practical steps can you take to improve your fellowship with others?

3.  Read Rom. 1:8-12  

8I thank God through Jesus for every one of you. That's first. People everywhere keep telling me about your lives of faith, and every time I hear them, I thank him. 9And God, whom I so love to worship and serve by spreading the good news of his Son--the Message!-knows that every time I think of you 10in my prayers, which is practically all the time, I ask him to clear the way for me to come and see you. 11The longer this waiting goes on, the deeper the ache. I so want to be there to deliver God's gift in person and watch you grow stronger right before my eyes! 12But don't think I'm not expecting to get something out of this, too! You have as much to give me as I do to you. (The Message)

a. What was Paul’s feeling towards these people he had never met?

b. What does this teach us about the power of fellowship in the family of God?

c. What does Paul want to give to the Romans?  

d. In return he also expects something.  What do you think it is?  (You may wish to read these verses in a different translation to get a fuller understanding of this aspect.)

e. What does Paul say will happen as they share together?  

Helping each other grow is a crucial purpose of fellowship.  

f. In what ways have you grown spiritually by being a part of a group of believers?

g. What happens when someone tries to grow by him/herself?  

h. Paul expected to give and to receive in this process of growth.  Each person in a fellowship has something to contribute to the entire group.  How is this expressed in your group?  

i. What happens to fellowship when a person only wants to receive from the group without contributing anything?

j. What are several ways that your group can improve at helping each other grow? 

4.  Read John 17:20-23  

20I'm praying not only for them  But also for those who will believe in me  Because of them and their witness about me.   21The goal is for all of them to become one heart and mind--     Just as you, Father, are in me and I in you,     So they might be one heart and mind with us.     Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me.    22The same glory you gave me, I gave them,    So they'll be as unified and together as we are--   23I in them and you in me.   Then they'll be mature in this oneness, And give the godless world evidence  That you've sent me and loved them  In the same way you've loved me.  (The Message) 

a.  What is the goal that Jesus speaks about and what does it mean?

b. Why do you think it is so hard to realize this goal?

c. What will happen if Jesus’ goal of unity and fellowship is reached?

This bringing others to Christ is another important purpose of our fellowship.  Reflect on this by answering the following questions:

d. How will people be drawn to Jesus as a result of our fellowship?  

e. If your group was the only one that unbelievers could observe, would they come to Christ?   

f.  What can you do to improve in this area? 

5.  Read Eph. 2:14-15, 19

14The Messiah has made things up between us so that we're now together on this, both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep each other at a distance. 15He repealed the law code that had become so clogged with fine print and footnotes that it hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated by centuries of animosity and suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a fresh start for everybody.

19 That's plain enough, isn't it? You're no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of faith is now your home country. You're no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong here, with as much right to the name Christian as anyone. God is building a home. He's using us all--irrespective of how we got here--in what he is building. (The Message)

a.  What did Jesus do to bring Jews and Gentiles together?

b.  What does Paul mean when he says, “This kingdom of faith is now your home country.”? 

c.  Paul says to every believer, “You belong here…”  Reflect on those strong words.  How do they make you feel?  

d.  How does coming together for fellowship with other believers create a sense of belonging for you?  

This sense of belonging is a final purpose of fellowship.  God created his body, the church so that each of us could have a place that we truly belong.  

Reflect

How well does your group fulfill God’s purposes for fellowship?  Rate your group in each area of fellowship below.  Use a scale of 1-5 with 1 being “terrible” and 5 being “excellent”.  

	
	Area
	Rating

	1.
	Sharing of life together
	

	2.
	Helping each other grow
	

	3.
	Bringing others to Christ
	

	4.
	A sense of belonging
	


Action Assignment

After completing the chart above, take 10 minutes to think and pray about your group.  What is God calling you to change as a group?  What can you do as an individual to help that change occur?

This week take a step to share life together with someone in your group.  Invite them over for a meal or have a time of sharing with them to get to know them better.  Ask how you can pray for that person and spend some time together in prayer.  
3.  HINDRANCES TO FELLOWSHIP 

Bro. Kyalo was leading a fellowship in his estate.  The members of this group loved one another and enjoyed their fellowship with Kyalo as their leader.  Bro. Kinuthia was one of the most active men in the group.  He was kind and had assisted many people.  After several years, the group was shocked to discover that Bro.  Kinuthia had been unfaithful to his wife.  The group met with him and talked about the issue but he was not willing to repent and change.  He argued that what happened only affected him and that the rest should not be involved.  

a.  How would you respond to Kinuthia?  

b.  How will Kinuthia’s sin affect his fellowship with the group?

1.  Read 1 John 1:6-7

6“If we claim that we experience a shared life with him and continue to stumble around in the dark, we are obviously lying through our teeth--we are not living what we claim. 7 But if we walk in the light, God himself being the light, we also experience a shared life with one another, as the sacrificed blood of Jesus, God’s son, purges all our sin.”  (The Message)

a. What does it mean to walk in the light?


b. How does this walking in the light affect our fellowship (“shared life”) together? 

c. What happens to fellowship when sin is confessed?    

d. Have you experienced fellowship at a depth that you could share your sin with others who could pray with you and help you receive forgiveness?          If so, share with the group what happened.  If not, what do you think keeps you from this level of fellowship?

e.  Think about it….

Sin of any type always affects fellowship between believers.  Our ability to be open and confess our sin to each other is a real sign of how deep our fellowship is.  (Nb. This does not mean that we accept or encourage sin, just that we deal with it openly and with the promise of Christ’s forgiveness for it.)  

2.  Joseph belonged to a small group that enjoyed great times of fellowship together.  Later he fell ill and was hospitalized.  Since he was in hospital for 2 months, he became weak and needed physical support in many ways.  Some of the brethren visited him very regularly prayed with him and read Bible scriptures that encouraged him a lot.  Others became suspicious and said that he was HIV+.  Some said he was going to die in hospital. 

Finally he got healed and left the hospital. When he went to work his unsaved colleagues told him some of the words they had heard from the fellowship members. He was deeply hurt and resolved never again to go back to the fellowship or to be close to any other believer.  

    Joseph’s story could have happened easily anywhere in the world.   Something similar has probably happened to someone you know.  Reflect on what happened by answering the following questions.  

What one word can you use to describe what weakened Joseph’s fellowship?

Gossip is a specific sin that is a great enemy of fellowship. Look at the following verses to learn what God thinks about it and what can be done when it happens.

3. Read the following verses from Proverbs; then answer the questions below:

Prov. 16:28

Troublemakers start fights;  gossips break up friendships. (The Message)

Prov. 26: 20

When you run out of wood, the fire goes out;  when the gossip ends, the quarrel dies down. (The Message)

Prov. 20:19

Gossips can't keep secrets, so never confide in blabbermouths. (The Message)

a. In what way does gossip break up friendships?

b. How does gossip stir up quarrels.

c. How does too much talking lead to gossip?

4. Read Eph. 4:31-32

31Make a clean break with all cutting, backbiting, profane talk. 32Be gentle with one another, sensitive. Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you. (The Message)

What difference would it make in your fellowship if everyone would practice this verse?

5. Lois and Mary were great friends, members of the same fellowship, and often met to pray together, especially about their need for a job.  Finally Mary got a very good job and came to the fellowship with testimonies of how God was blessing her at work. Lois gradually began to withdraw from Mary and they prayed together less and less. 

a. What happened between Lois and Mary?

b. What counsel would you give to Lois?  

Jealousy or unhealthy competition between people can destroy fellowship.  

5. Consider the following verses:

1Cor. 3:3 

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? (NIV)

James 3:14-18

14Mean-spirited ambition isn't wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn't wisdom. Twisting the truth to make yourselves sound wise isn't wisdom. 15It's the furthest thing from wisdom--it's animal cunning, devilish conniving.

16Whenever you're trying to look better than others or get the better of others, things fall apart and everyone ends up at the others' throats. 

    17Real wisdom, God's wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting along with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, not hot one day and cold the next, not two-faced. 18You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, treating each other with dignity and honor.  (The Message)

a. How can jealousy affect your fellowship?

b. What can you do to guard against envy?

6.  A church in Nairobi brought together people from diverse backgrounds and cultures.  One day the pastor announced the engagement of John and Mary, at the end of the service. Outside the church Mary expected many of the church members and friends to show support and encouragement but the response of many of the members dismayed her.  Many didn’t approve of her engagement to John since he came from a culture in which males were not circumcised.  

a. In what way can cultural differences make true fellowship difficult?

b. What does the Bible say about such differences?   

c.  Read the following passages

Numbers 12:1

Miriam and Aaron talked against Moses behind his back because of his Cushite wife (he had married a Cushite woman). (The Message)

Ephesians 2:11-16

11“Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision (that done in the body by the hands of men).  12Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without Go in the word, but now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two thus making peace.  16And I this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.” (NIV)

Rom. 14:13-21

  13Forget about deciding what's right for each other. Here's what you need to be concerned about: that you don't get in the way of someone else, making life more difficult than it already is. 14I'm convinced--Jesus convinced me!-that everything as it is in itself is holy. We, of course, by the way we treat it or talk about it, can contaminate it. 

    15If you confuse others by making a big issue over what they eat or don't eat, you're no longer a companion with them in love, are you? These, remember, are persons for whom Christ died. Would you risk sending them to hell over an item in their diet? 16Don't you dare let a piece of God-blessed food become an occasion of soul-poisoning! 

    17God's kingdom isn't a matter of what you put in your stomach, for goodness' sake. It's what God does with your life as he sets it right, puts it together, and completes it with joy. 18Your task is to single-mindedly serve Christ. Do that and you'll kill two birds with one stone: pleasing the God above you and proving your worth to the people around you. 

    19So let's agree to use all our energy in getting along with each other. Help others with encouraging words; 20don't drag them down by finding fault. You're certainly not going to permit an argument over what is served or not served at supper to wreck God's work among you, are you? I said it before and I'll say it again: All food is good, but it can turn bad if you use it badly, if you use it to trip others up and send them sprawling. 21When you sit down to a meal, your primary concern should not be to feed your own face but to share the life of Jesus. So be sensitive and courteous to the others who are eating. Don't eat or say or do things that might interfere with the free exchange of love. (The Message)

d. What are some of the cultural differences that exist between members in your fellowship?

e. How do you think God would want you to deal with them?  

f.  Pause and pray for one another that God may bring healing and more enhanced fellowship among you.

7. Mr. Njoroge was a wealthy businessman who was a member of a small fellowship group. His leader was a factory worker in one of the major factories in town. The group had met in Janet’s house as their venue. Janet was a nursery school teacher living in modest house. Very soon, Mr. Njoroge stopped coming for the fellowship and soon influenced his wife and another college lecturer to join him at his home.  

a. What was Mr. Njoroge’s problem?  

b. What would you advise Mr. Njoroge  from the Bible?

8. Social differences can be a big hindrance to good fellowship.  

Read James 2:1-5

1My dear friends, don't let public opinion influence how you live out our glorious, Christ-originated faith. 2If a man enters your church wearing an expensive suit, and a street person wearing rags comes in right after him, 3and you say to the man in the suit, "Sit here, sir; this is the best seat in the house!" and either ignore the street person or say, "Better sit here in the back row," 4haven't you segregated God's children and proved that you are judges who can't be trusted? 

    5Listen, dear friends. Isn't it clear by now that God operates quite differently? He chose the world's down-and-out as the kingdom's first citizens, with full rights and privileges. This kingdom is promised to anyone who loves God. (The Message)

a. What do these verses have to say about social classes?  

b. If persons from different social classes are to enjoy good fellowship what must happen from


The ‘higher’ class?


The ‘lower’ class?

Reflect

Evaluate your fellowship on issues that have hindered you from having deep fellowship with each other.  Next to each hindrance put a number (1-5) that indicates whether this is a small or large problem in your group.

	
	Area
	Rating

	1.
	Sin
	

	2.
	Gossip
	

	3.
	Jealousy
	

	4.
	Cultural Differences
	

	5.
	Social differences
	


What is the area that needs the most change in your group?    What can you do about it as an individual?


Action Assignment
1.  Reach out to someone from a different cultural background by inviting them for a cup of tea or meal in your house.    

2.  Find someone of a different social standing this week and make an effort to find true fellowship with them.  You may plan a visit to a family in a slum area, visit a children’s home, visit street children and give a meal to them, or just visit someone outside your normal social circle.  Be prepared to share your experience with the group, being careful not to mention names or embarrass anyone. 

4. KEYS TO DEVELOPING DEEP RELATIONSHIPS (Part One)
Sister Mwende is a devoted member of her homechurch fellowship and enjoys deep relationships with the other members.  One time she suddenly lost her mother, an experience that was so painful to her since she had been very close to her.    

The members of the homechurch spent every evening with her and a few even spent the night with her. They sang together, and shared the word of God together daily.  On the burial day they all accompanied her to their rural home, 300 miles away.

Mwende’s relatives watched closely with a great deal of interest.  After the funeral one of them remarked, “What a love they have for one another!”

Mwende enjoyed the benefit of deep relationships that carried her through a difficult time.  Every human being longs for those kind of relationships and it is a part of God’s plan for each one of us.  Many people think that they have good relationships but when there is a crisis they realize that many are superficial and will not last.   

Think for a moment about the person you consider your closest friend.  What things about that person make it possible for you to have a strong relationship?  

You probably listed some of the things that we will look at in the next two chapters as we ask ourselves “What are the secrets of developing deep relationships?”  There are many, but in the next two chapters we will look at 6 keys to develop these relationships.  

Key 1:  Be Loving
[image: image2.png]



1. Read 1Pet. 1:22

Now that you've cleaned up your lives by following the truth, love one another as if your lives depended on it.  (The Message)

a. Read this verse in a couple of other translations also.

b. What does it mean to love each other “as if your lives depended on it”?    

2.  Read 1Pe 4:8 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. (NIV)

a. In what way does love “cover over a multitude of sins.”?  

b. How does this deepen relationships?

3. Read 1 Cor. 13:4-7

 4Love never gives up. 

    Love cares more for others than for self. 

    Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. 

    Love doesn't strut, 

    Doesn't have a swelled head, 

    5Doesn't force itself on others, 

    Isn't always "me first," 

    Doesn't fly off the handle, 

    Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 

    6Doesn't revel (rejoice) when others grovel (suffer), 

    Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 

    7Puts up with anything, 

    Trusts God always, 

    Always looks for the best, 

    Never looks back, 

    But keeps going to the end.  (The Message)

a. Now go back and look at this list carefully.  How does each phrase apply to fellowship?  Write your thought next to each phrase.  

b. What would it be like to have relationships with that kind of love?  

Does it sound great?  How will it happen?  Take the first step, be a person who loves like that and you’ll be on your way to developing deep relationships!
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Key 2:  Be Open 

In real fellowship people experience authenticity. This is genuine, heart to heart sharing which comes when people get honest about who they are and what is happening in their lives.  People share their hurts, reveal their feelings, confess their failures, disclose their doubts, admit their fears, acknowledge their weaknesses, and ask for help and prayer.  They are open and genuine with each other. 

1. Read 2 Cor. 6:11-13 

11Dear, dear Corinthians, I can't tell you how much I long for you to enter this wide-open, spacious life. 12We didn't fence you in. The smallness you feel comes from within you. Your lives aren't small, but you're living them in a small way. 13I'm speaking as plainly as I can and with great affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively! (The Message)

a. What is Paul urging the Corinthians to do?  

b. What do you think he means?  

2. Read James 5:16

    Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you can live together whole and healed. The prayer of a person living right with God is something powerful to be reckoned with. (The Message) 

a. Why do you think the Bible is encouraging us to make this our common practice?

b. What keeps us from confessing our sin to each other?  

c. Think about it…

What encourages openness?  

What is the result when we are open with each other?  

What keeps us from being open with each other?

How do hurts from the past keep us from being open with each other?  

What can be done about those hurts?


Key 3:  Be Generous

Mrs. Mutua has been saved for 8 years. She works very hard at her farm, and is just able to take care of her family.  God has given her a burden to help others so she has identified a street boys’ rehabilitation center near her home where she regularly takes food for the boys.  Every Christmas she slaughters a few of her chickens and prepares a special meal for them.  While they eat the good meal, she tells them the good news of Christ’s love.  

How do you think the boys feel about Mrs. Mutua?

Many of the boys have identified with her as their mum. Why do you think this relationship has come this far and what can it teach us about our fellowship with each other?

1. Read Acts 4:32-35

32The whole congregation of believers was united as one--one heart, one mind! They didn't even claim ownership of their own possessions. No one said, "That's mine; you can't have it." They shared everything. 33The apostles gave powerful witness to the resurrection of the Master Jesus, and grace was on all of them. 

    34And so it turned out that not a person among them was needy. Those who owned fields or houses sold them and brought the price of the sale 35to the apostles and made an offering of it. The apostles then distributed it according to each person's need.  (The Message)

a. In what ways do you think the early church shared in everything?

b. Do you think this is practical in our world today?  

If yes, in what ways.

If no, in what ways is it not practical?

c. How did this level of sharing impact their fellowship?

d. How can we share our homes, cars bicycles and other properties with people in our fellowship? 

e. What would this do to the level of our relationships?

f. What are some of the dangers of generous sharing? 

g. How can we safeguard ourselves against them?  

2. Read 2 Cor. 8:1-5

1Now, friends, I want to report on the surprising and generous ways in which God is working in the churches in Macedonia province. 2Fierce troubles came down on the people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors: They were incredibly happy, though desperately poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and generous gifts. 3I was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of whatever they could--far more than they could afford!- 4pleading for the privilege of helping out in the relief of poor Christians. 

    5This was totally spontaneous, entirely their own idea, and caught us completely off guard. What explains it was that they had first given themselves unreservedly to God and to us. The other giving simply flowed out of the purposes of God working in their lives. (The Message)

a. Did the Macedonians have a lot to give?

b. What explains their generosity?  

c. In what way does our level of giving reflect how much of ourselves we have given to God? 

d. What keeps us from giving generously to each other?  

Reflect

Rate your group and yourself in each of the keys we have studied so far.  Use a scale of 1 to 5. 

	Area


	Your mark
	Your group’s

	Be loving
	
	

	Be Open
	
	

	Be Generous
	
	


Action Assignment

1.  This week find someone that you have had difficulty loving.  Do something special for them.  

2.  What do you have at home that could supply to the needs of others?  Plan to prayerfully release it to a need person, family or friend.

3.  Find someone that you trust and share with them an area that has been difficult for you to be open about. 

5. KEYS TO DEVELOPING DEEP RELATIONSHIPS (Part Two)

In the last chapter we looked at three keys to developing deep relationships.  What were they?

Share with the group what you have done to put them into practice.

In this lesson we will look at three more keys to develop deep relationships.


Key 4:  Be Hospitable

1. Read 3 John 5-8 

5Dear friend, when you extend hospitality to Christian brothers and sisters, even when they are strangers, you make the faith visible. 6They've made a full report back to the church here, a message about your love. It's good work you're doing, helping these travelers on their way, hospitality worthy of God himself! 7They set out under the banner of the Name, and get no help from unbelievers. 8So they deserve any support we can give them. In providing meals and a bed, we become their companions in spreading the Truth. (The Message)


a. From these verses what does it mean to show hospitality?  

b. What does John say happens when we show hospitality to others?

c. If that is true, what happens when we don’t show hospitality?  

d. What two groups of people does John talk about showing hospitality towards?  

e. Which group is most difficult for you and why?  

2. Read 1 Pet. 4:8-10 

8Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything. 9Be quick to give a meal to the hungry, a bed to the homeless--cheerfully. 10Be generous with the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: (The Message)

a. Peter gives another category of people to whom we ought to show hospitality.  Who are they?

b. Can you share an experience when you obeyed this verse?  

c. Think about it….

Why do you think hospitality is so important to God that he gives such clear instructions in different places?

d. What happens when we eat together with others that doesn’t happen in a public meeting?

e. What are some reasons that we might find it difficult to exercise hospitality?

f. What excuses can poor people make to avoid hospitality?

g. What excuses can rich people make to avoid hospitality?

h. What can we do in our group to encourage hospitality?


 Key 5.  Be Encouraging
Lucas looked sad.  Everything in his life seemed to be going wrong.  His boss had insulted him that day, his child, Grace, was sick, he didn’t have money to buy medicine, and God seemed far away.  He really didn’t feel like going to the small group meeting that night but at last decided to attend.  He went to the meeting and was welcomed cheerfully by the group leader who asked him what was wrong.  As the others arrived he poured out his heart to the leader who listened sympathetically.  As they began the meeting the leader shared Lucas’ situation with the others.  They gathered around him and offered prayers on his behalf.  They offered words of encouragement to him and promised to visit Grace to see what could be done for her.  He left feeling greatly encouraged by the concern of the group.  

All of us need encouragement and God planned for us to provide that for each other.  

1. Read the following scriptures:

Heb 10:25 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (NIV)

Heb 3:13 

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. (NIV)

a. How often are we instructed to encourage each other in this verse?            Why do you think this is necessary? 

b. According to this verse, what happens when there is no encouragement?  

c. Think about it….

How does encouragement deepen relationships?

d. What are some very practical ways that you can encourage others?  (List as many as you can.)



Key 6:   Be forgiving
1. Think about the close friend that you mentioned on p.  20.  Has there ever been anything that he/she did that you needed to forgive?    Have you ever done anything wrong to him/her?

Of course, we have all both forgiven and needed to be forgiven.   No good relationship will survive without forgiveness.   Yet, many times, we withhold forgiveness from others.  This destroys fellowship and kills relationships.  

2.  Read Eph. 4:32

Be gentle with one another, sensitive. Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you. (The Message) 

How does Paul say we should forgive each other and what does it mean?

3. Read Col. 3:13-14

13Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. 14And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It's your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it.  (The Message)

a. What does this verse teach about how quickly we need to forgive others?

b. Why is this so difficult?

c. Who is our example of forgiveness?  

4. Read Mt. 6: 14-15

14"In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can't get forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others. 15If you refuse to do your part, you cut yourself off from God's part. (The Message)

a. What does Jesus teach us about forgiveness in this verse?  

b. Imagine Jesus standing in your group with a record of all your sins in a notebook he holds.  How would you feel if he read them out loud to everyone? 

c. Thank God we’re forgiven!  How does God expect us to treat others after he forgives us?  

5. Read Mt. 18:21-22 

21At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, "Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?"     22Jesus replied, "Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven. (The Message)

a. Why did Peter ask this question?

b. Is it right to keep track of offenses?

(After discussion read 1 Cor. 13:5)

c. Think about it….

What happens in relationships when there is no forgiveness?

What would happen in your group if each member (and former members!) would quickly forgive each other when wronged?

Reflect

Rate your group and yourself in each of the keys we studied in this lesson.  Use a scale of 1 to 5. 

	Area


	Your mark
	Your group’s

	Be Hospitable
	
	

	Be Encouraging
	
	

	Be Forgiving
	
	


Action Assignment

1.    Think of a way you can show hospitality to someone you have never before had in your home.  Welcome them this week.

2.   Encourage someone this week with a small note.  Think of your friend, pastor, small group leader or workmate.  Write a note to them expressing your appreciation for them and tell them you are praying for them.  (You are praying for them aren’t you?)

3.  Take 10 minutes to ask God to reveal to you anyone you have never forgiven.  Write down any names that come to your mind and then forgive them.  If they are aware of the issue, go to them and tell them that you have forgiven them.  

When is the last time you all brought together different food items and shared a meal as a small group?  Plan one as soon as possible!

6.  Dealing with Sin in the Fellowship

What happens when there is sin in your fellowship?  What should happen when one person gossips about another one?  What about when someone offends you and your relationship is damaged?  

Fortunately the Bible gives us a way to deal with conflict and differences.  Let’s look at it together.  

1.  Read Mt. 18:15-17

15"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'  17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. (NIV)

In this passage Jesus gives us clear steps to take when someone sins against another person.  Answer the following questions carefully.

a. What is the first step to be taken when there is sin?

b. Who is supposed to take this step?

c. How many others should be involved at this point?

d. What is the goal of this first meeting?  

e. What are all the possible outcomes of this meeting?  

f. Why do you think Jesus said that at this point only two persons should be involved?  

g. What other things will we more naturally do when there is sin?

h. What will be the result if we take these actions?  

i. How do you think Jesus’ sees these actions that are not according to his plan? 

2.  a. If the first step is taken and the issue is not resolved, what is the second step?  

b. How many people are involved at this point?

c. What is the purpose of taking others along?

d. What kind of people should you take with you for this step?

e. What are the possible outcomes of this visit?

3. a. When the second step fails, what does Jesus say we should do next?

b. What does it mean to “tell it to the church”? 

c. What happens when church leaders become involved before steps one and two have been taken?

d. What is the goal of the church being involved?

4. a. If the person refuses to listen to the church, what does Jesus instruct us to do?

b. In what way do you treat “pagans” and how does it apply to someone who has been removed from the church?  

5. If, at any point in the process the person repents, what should be our response?

6. Read 2 Cor. 2:5-8 to see what Paul advised the church to do with someone who had sinned, been removed from the church and then repented.  

    5Now, regarding the one who started all this--the person in question who caused all this pain--I want you to know that I am not the one injured in this as much as, with a few exceptions, all of you. So I don't want to come down too hard. 6What the majority of you agreed to as punishment is punishment enough. 7Now is the time to forgive this man and help him back on his feet. If all you do is pour on the guilt, you could very well drown him in it. 8My counsel now is to pour on the love. (The Message)


a. What was Paul’s instruction and how well do we do at obeying it? 

Reflect

In your group, what percentage of the time do you think Jesus’ instructions are followed?              What is the result?

Action Assignment

1.  Think about your past responses to sin.  If you have taken the wrong steps, ask God to forgive you and where possible, go back to the person involved and request their forgiveness.  

2. As a group consider making the following verbal or written commitment to each other.  “I commit myself to following Jesus’ pattern of dealing with sin in our relationships.  If I have any issue with you, I will come to you directly and try to work it out.  I will not gossip about you or listen to others gossip about you.” 

7. WRAPPING  IT UP

You have now spent several weeks studying Biblical Fellowship.  I know you have learnt a lot and you have been challenged to do much more in your life in the area of fellowship.  

1. What is the most important thing that you have learnt about fellowship?

2. What changes have you made so far?

3.  As we come to the conclusion of our study let’s evaluate our level of fellowship based on the following 10 indicators of genuine fellowship.

For each indicator discuss as a group your strength or weakness in that area.  Try to come up with a number from 1-10 that rates your group in that area before this study and after the study.  

Fellowship Indicators:

a. Members genuinely love each other

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

b. Differences in opinion are accepted.

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

c. People are willing to be open with the others.

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

d. Forgiveness is demonstrated.

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

e. Honest sharing is encouraged.

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

f. Members share materially with each other

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

g. Members encourage each other

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

h. Members really get to know each other

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

i. Gossip is not allowed

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

j. Differences are resolved in a biblical way

Comments:   


Rating: Before _______ After _______

4. What will you do together as a group to continue to increase your level of fellowship?

5.  Spend time praying together, asking God to remove all barriers to fellowship in your group and to deepen all relationships in your life.

2 Peter 1:10

Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.  For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (NIV)

Notes: 

Notes: 

Notes: 

Notes: 
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