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Introduction 
Welcome to the Church With a Purpose Bible Study Guide Series.   In this series we are looking closely at each of the five purposes of the church: Worship, Evangelism, Discipleship, Fellowship and Ministry.   This series may be studied in any order but it is strongly suggested that the first study should be the foundation book, A Church With a Purpose.  This guide lays the foundation for understanding the five biblical purposes of the church. 

In this Study Guide we will examine the role of evangelism in the church.  We will discover that God has called each of us to share our faith with others.  Most believers know this but few are walking in obedience to Jesus’ expectation.  We will find out some of the reasons for this and learn how to effectively share our faith with others.  Get ready for your life to be transformed as you look together at the word of God.

 
This guide is designed for group study but may be done on an individual level as well.   The group leader should facilitate the discussion by asking the questions, keeping everyone involved, ensuring that everyone has understood the concepts, and following to make sure that the application assignments are done.  

The scriptures are printed in the book for ease of reference.  The NIV version is used.  If you prefer another version, simply use the references and read the verses from the Bible of your choice.  

Are you ready?  Let’s get started!   

1.  THE CALL TO EVANGELISM

Mr. Kinuthia was 82 years old and he knew that his days on earth were few.  He called his sons and daughters and their families together and slaughtered a cow for all to enjoy.  That evening as he sat in his favorite chair he called for everyone’s attention and he began to talk to them. “You are all a blessing from God to me.  God has enabled me to raise all of you and I am a blessed man.  I want you all to always honor the Lord.  Honor Him with your tithes and offerings and with your lives.  I also want all those of you who are married to be faithful to their spouses…”

1.  Put yourself in Mr. Kinuthia’s sons’ and daughters’ shoes.  As you sit there listening to your father and you know very well that these could very well be his last words,

 Would you be paying attention?               Why or why not?  

What would you do with your father’s instructions?

Let us look at another scene that really happened, when Jesus was about to leave the earth and called his disciples around him…. 

 2.  READ Matthew 28:18-20.  Then answer the following questions.

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”
a. To whom is Jesus talking and what is his message to them?  

b. Does Jesus’ instruction to his disciples apply to us today?  Why or why not?  

c. What is the promise Jesus gives for obedience?  

d.  Does the promise apply to those who are not obeying the command?  

3.  Read the following passages and then answer the questions. 

Mark 16:14-15

“Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”
Luke 24:46-48

“He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”
John 15:27 

“And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”
a.  What is the common message in these verses?

b.  What do you think God wants you to do about it?

Let us look at another verse spoken by Jesus just before he left the earth.  

4.  Read Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
To whom is Jesus talking in this verse and what are his instructions? 

What does he promise to enable the disciples to carry out his instructions?  

From this verse what is the primary purpose of the Holy Spirit?  

In this verse Jesus tells his disciples, “You will be my WITNESSES”

In the legal world, who is a witness?

Have you ever been such a witness?     If so, tell the group about your experience.

With that understanding, what does Jesus mean when he says, “You will be my witnesses”?  

5.  Think back to the day you were saved.

a. What happened?

b. Did someone tell you about Jesus?

c. How do you feel about that person?

d. What would have happened if they had not told you about Jesus?

e. What have you gained from saying ‘YES’ to Jesus?   (List at least seven things)

6.  How would you feel about me if I found the source of lots of gold and I did not tell you about it even thought there is enough gold for both of us?

How does this relate to being a witness?   

Reflect


How do you think Jesus feels when we refuse to tell others what he has done in our lives?  

Action Assignment
1. Memorize Matthew 28:19-20

2. This week, make a commitment to take every opportunity to tell any unsaved person around you that Jesus saves.  Do not worry about the results; leave them to God.  Your group will be encouraged to hear your experiences next week.

2.  THE REALITY OF HELL
Hell.  No one likes to talk about hell, yet the Bible clearly teaches that those who choose not to follow Christ will go to hell.  Do we really believe what the Bible teaches about hell?  Let’s take a closer look.  

1.  Read the following verses

Rev. 20:15 

“If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
Matthew 18:9

“And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.”
Matthew 10:28 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Mark 9:47-48

“‘And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where “‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’”
What do these verses teach about hell?

2.  Read Luke 16:19-31

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’  But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’  He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’  Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’  He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”
What does this passage teach about hell? 

Let’s summarize what we have learned about hell…

Who will go to hell?

What is hell like?

How long will hell last?

3.  Kyalo is a very generous shop owner.  He gives food to all his customers on credit and sometimes writes off bad debts for those who are unable to repay him.   He closes his shop every Sunday morning while his wife goes to church.  He does not drink beer or smoke.  He treats his wife and children very well.  He has never been saved but says that one day he will consider salvation. 

Will Kyalo go to heaven or hell?          Why?    

What could keep him from going to hell?

4.  Read Romans 10:14 

“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?”
Who is responsible to share about Christ with Kyalo?  

If those who are Christians and know Kyalo do not share with him and he goes to hell, who is responsible?

5.  Read Ezekiel 33:7-9

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself.”
According to these verses what is our responsibility to those without Christ? 

Why is it difficult for us to share with others the way that God has provided for them to escape hell?  

If you were passing by a neighbor’s house and saw that it was burning, what would you do?  

How does this relate to evangelism?

Reflect
Do you know people like Kyalo?

What are you doing about their eternal destiny?

Action Assignment 

1. List at least five people that you know who are not saved.  


a. 


b.


c.


d.


e.

2.  Write what you will do about their eternal destiny this week.

3.  METHODS OF EVANGELISM 

The three ladies were sipping cups of tea and having a great evening of fellowship.  They started talking about the cake their hostess had served them.  It was so moist, well flavoured and had just the right amount of sugar.  Mrs. Kinyanjui asked Mrs.  Omolo “How did you bake this cake?”  Mrs. Omolo smiled and answered, “I used a sufuria and put sand in a bucket and put that on the jiko then I put some more hot coals on the sufuria lid.”  “Wow,” said Mrs. Kinyanjui, “I never thought a jiko could bake such an excellent cake.”  “Mrs. Sawe, how do you bake your cakes?” asked Mrs. Omolo.  “Oh, I put them in a sufuria and then I put them on the kerosene stove and they turn out very well” said Mrs. Sawe.  Mrs. Kinyanjui  added, “I usually use an oven to bake mine.” 

All three women used different methods of baking but all of their cakes turn out great. 

In the same way, there are many different methods that we can use to evangelize all the unbelievers in our lives.  We will examine five different methods and look at the strengths and weaknesses of each one.  

1. FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM

Read John. 1:43-51

“The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.  Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote-- Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.”

“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that.” He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Who brought Nathanael to Jesus?                Why do you think Philip looked for Nathanael?

This method of evangelism can be called friendship evangelism.  It simply means that you deliberately use existing relationships to bring people to Jesus.  

Identify at least three strengths and three weaknesses of friendship evangelism.   

Strengths

1.

2.

3.

Weaknesses

1.

2.

3.

How effective has this method been in your church or small group?  (Not at all, somewhat, moderately, very)  

How could your church or small group use this method more effectively?  

2. HOUSE-TO-HOUSE EVANGELISM

This is the method where you go from one house to another and tell the people you find in the home the good news of Jesus Christ.  Nb. This can also be called door-to-door evangelism.

Read Acts 5:42 

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.”
Who was doing the evangelism in this verse?                     

How often did they do it?  

Where did they do it?

Identify at least three strengths and three weaknesses of house-to-house evangelism.   

Strengths

1.

2.

3.

Weaknesses

1.

2.

3.

How effective has this method been in your church or small group?  (Not at all, somewhat, moderately, very)  

How could your church or small group use this method more effectively?  

3. CRUSADE EVANGELISM 

In this method, a Church or a group of believers get together in a public place and preach. Read the following verses. 

Acts 2:14 

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.”
Acts 2:40-41

“With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”
Identify at least three strengths and three weaknesses of crusade evangelism.   

Strengths

1.

2.

3.

Weaknesses

1.

2.

3.

How effective has this method been in your church or small group?  (Not at all, somewhat, moderately, very)  

How could your church or small group use this method more effectively?  

4. CHURCH EVANGELISM 

Church evangelism is using the church services to tell those who are in the congregation about Jesus.

Read the following verses. 

Acts 14:1 

“At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed.”
Acts 18:4-7

“Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.”
What results did Paul experience in preaching in the church (synagogue)? 

 Identify at least three strengths and three weaknesses of church evangelism.   

Strengths

1.

2.

3.

Weaknesses

1.

2.

3.

How effective has this method been in your church or small group?  (Not at all, somewhat, moderately, very)  

How could your church or small group use this method more effectively?  

5. PERSON-TO-PERSON EVANGELISM

Person to person evangelism is talking to people one on one with no relationship before hand.  It is similar to friendship evangelism but in this case you do not have to have a relationship with the person.

Read Acts 8:26-35 

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road-- the desert road-- that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.   “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”  The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”  Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.”
How do you think Philip must have felt talking to a complete stranger?  

What gave Philip the courage to talk to this important man? 

Identify at least three strengths and three weaknesses of person-to-person evangelism.   

Strengths

1.

2.

3.

Weaknesses

1.

2.

3.

How effective has this method been in your church or small group?  (Not at all, somewhat, moderately, very)  

How could your church or small group use this method more effectively?  

Reflect

Which of the five methods discussed have been used the most often in your church or small group?

Which of the five methods do you think bring the best results in your community?

What would happen in your church or small group if all five of them would be done on a regular basis?

Action Assignment

1. Plan to take a step this week using one of the methods of evangelism.  Share your plan with someone else in your group and pray together for God to use you in a powerful way.  Be ready to share next week what happened.  

4.  HINDRANCES TO EVANGELISM 
Odoyo was riding his bicycle down the road as fast as he could go.  He had done it again! He had just stolen the mangoes from Sunguti’s place. The stolen fruit was in the basket tied on his bike. When he stopped to enjoy the mangoes, he started wondering why he can never seem to get his food in an honest way.   As he sat under the tree he remembered how his father had always encouraged him to be a hard working man so he would not become a thief.  He knew very well that he was doing the wrong thing and he knew that he was disobeying his father. Yet something kept on driving him to steal those mangoes.

Odoyo knows the right things to do yet he does not do them.. Many of us find ourselves in this same predicament when it comes to evangelism.  We know that we should be telling others about Jesus but for some reasons we do not do it.  What are some of the reasons that we do not tell others about Jesus?

Let us look at several hindrances to evangelism. 

1. Sin in our lives.  

Read 1Peter 2:12 

“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”
From this verse, what happens when we live a good life?


What happens to our witness when our life is not right?  

To think about: Is there sin in my life that keeps others from Jesus?

2. Disobedience.

Read the following verses

Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Mark. 16:15 

“He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.’”
Given the instructions in these verses, when we do not evangelize, of what are we guilty?

Read Luke 6:46 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”
Is Jesus pleased with us when we do not obey Him?

To think about:  Am I obeying the Lord’s command to witness?  

3.  Lack of compassion for the lost.

Read Matthew 9:36

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”
How does Jesus describe the crowds in this verse and what does it mean?  

As he looked at the crowds, what emotion was stirred in Jesus?                     

How can you describe this emotion?

Is this an emotion that you have for the lost?         Why or why not?

To think about:

What do we need to do in order to have compassion as Jesus did?

4.  Fear.

Fear is a major reason that many believers do not witness.  What are some of the things that we fear?

Read the following verses.

Luke 12:4 

“‘I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more.’”
John 9:22 

“His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue.”
 Acts 18:9 

“One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.”
What do these verses teach us about fear?  

Read 2Timothy 1:7

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
What does the above verse say about fear and how does it relate to evangelism?

To think about:  What do I fear most, the opinion of others or Jesus?

Reflect

1.  Of the hindrances we have looked at (sin, disobedience, lack of compassion, and fear) which one is the major one for you?

Action Assignment
1. Share the above hindrance with someone and pray together about it, asking God to change you and give you victory this week.  Ask that person to check with you after one week to see if there has been any change. 

2. Memorize Acts 1:8

3. Continue praying for the five people you listed in part two (page 9).  What have you done about them?

5.  THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS
Jesus was a Master soul winner.   We can learn much from Him and imitate His style as we win men and women to the Lord.  Let’s look at several examples of how Jesus witnessed. 

1.  Jesus and the Samaritan woman

Read John 4:5-29 and then answer the following questions.

“So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour

 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.

 
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?’

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,  but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.

 
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.

 
“I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet”  Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.   God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

 
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he”

 
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no-one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?”
Here is the Lord Jesus in action!

Who is He talking to and why is it significant?

What position does this woman have in society?

Do you know people in your community who are like her?

If Jesus took time to tell this kind of a woman about salvation, what should be your response to those in your community who are like her?

What can we learn about how to do evangelism from this example of Jesus?  (get as many ideas as possible.)

2. JESUS AND ZACCHAEUS

Read the passage and then answer the following questions.

Luke 19:1-10

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy  He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.”  So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.  All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner’.”

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”  Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

Jesus is going after another soul!  Who is Jesus after this time and where does Jesus find him?

Why is Zacchaeus up the tree and what does it show about his spiritual condition?

What can we learn about evangelism from Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus?

3.  Jesus and Matthew

 Read Matthew 9:9-12 and then answer the questions. 

“As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.  While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” came and ate with him and his disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and `sinners’?”  On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”
Once again, Jesus finds another person who he wants to reach.  What kind of man was Matthew?                             Why were tax collectors considered evil?

What can we learn about evangelism from this example of Jesus?

Reflect

We have looked at Jesus as he weaves His way into the hearts of a hopelessly lost prostitute; then we saw Him approach two tax collectors who were also outcasts in society.  We could continue our study by looking at how he related to religious leaders, crowds of common people, the sick, criminals, foreigners, and those caught in sin.    Jesus is our example and we should imitate Him.  What is it in His life that is most challenging to you in the area of how he did evangelism and what will you do about it?  

Action Assignment
1. Memorize John 3:16-18

2. This week focus on those in society who seem to be outcasts and tell them the good news.  Remember we will be looking forward to your testimony next week.

6.  THE EXAMPLE OF PHILIP
The early church was aggressive in evangelism and as a result grew very rapidly.  In this lesson we will look at the life of one of the church members, Philip.

1.  Read Acts 6:2-6

“So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.  Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them  and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.’ This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.”
What was Philip like even before he was chosen to be a deacon?  

2.  Read Acts 8:1,4-7   

“And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.

 
Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ  there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.”

In these verses what is happening to the Church and why?

Had the early church been fully obedient to the command given by Jesus in Acts 1:8? (“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”)

What is being accomplished by the persecution?

Do you think God allowed the persecution in Acts 8:1 because the church had not obeyed Acts 1:8?        

If so, what does it say to us today?  

If you were chased from your home because of Jesus, what would you do in the place to which you fled?

What did Philip do and what does it mean for us today?  

3.  Read Acts 8:26-40

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’  So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.

The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to that chariot and stay near it.’  Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ Philip asked.

‘How can I,’ he said, ‘unless someone explains it to me?’ So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: ‘He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?’

 
Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptised?’
Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ The eunuch answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptised him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.  Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.”
Who sends Philip to go evangelize in this passage?               How did he respond and what can we learn from it?  

How does God speak to you today about how you should witness?

How did Philip start in his talking to the Ethiopian eunuch?

What can you learn from that?

What is the response of the Eunuch after he gets baptized and Philip disappears?

Have you caused anyone to go on his or her way rejoicing recently after you ministered to them?

Reflect

What have you learned from the life of Philip that you can put into practice in your own life this week?

Action Assignment
1.   Think of a person you know who is religious but is not saved.  This week take time to listen to them and talk to them about Jesus.  Try to find out where they are at and follow the Holy Spirit’s leading to know the time and the way to approach them.

7.  HOW TO PRESENT THE GOSPEL
Mary and Jane were looking at a map.  They were trying to figure out how long it would take them to travel from their village to Nairobi.  As they looked they noticed some symbols on their route.  They looked at the bottom of the map and saw the key that would tell them what the symbols meant.  They were so happy to find the key because now they could know which roads were all tarmac, which rivers were seasonal and also which major towns they would pass through.

To lead people to Christ, we need to know His word and have a plan of how to present the gospel.  We will learn a simple plan in this lesson called the “Romans Road” and also talk about how to get started.

The “Romans Road”
This plan of salvation uses 5 verses from Romans to clearly show anyone the way to God.

1.  Man’s need

Read Romans 3:23

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
According to this verse how many people have sinned?                        Does this include you?          If you are included, how should this affect your attitude as you share Christ with others?
Why is it hard for some people to see themselves as sinners?  

Read Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
What is the price of sin from this verse?                  Combining this verse with the previous verse, how many people deserve death?  

2.   God’s gift

Read Romans 6:23 again.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

What is God’s gift offered in this verse? 

What is the difference between wages and a gift?  

How does this apply to salvation?

Read Rom. 5:8 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

What is the significance of Christ’s death? 

When did he die for us and why is it important? 
Nb.  This is a key verse in understanding the gospel message.  We deserved death but Christ died in our place.  

The last step in the Roman’s road will tell us how to receive Christ’s gift.  
3.  Man’s response

Read Rom. 10:9-10

“That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”
What are the two conditions given in this verse for receiving salvation and why are both important?  

This is the gospel message which you can share with anyone.  It is the map to help any person find their way to God.  After you have shared it with someone you can allow them to ask questions if they have not understood something.  Then ask, “Are you willing to believe and confess according to Rom. 10:9,10?”  If so, lead them in a prayer of repentance.  Then pray for them.

Nb. There are many other outlines of salvation, for example the “Four Spiritual Laws” that you may be familiar with.  The important thing is that every believer has a good understanding of the gospel message and be able to clearly explain it to someone else.

Getting Started

Now that we have learnt a simple plan of sharing the gospel let’s look briefly at how to get started in witnessing.  

What are some good, natural ways to begin sharing Christ with a stranger?

What are some good ways to begin sharing Christ with a friend?  

What are some things we should not do when trying to start witnessing to someone?  

Reflect

Do I clearly understand God’s plan of salvation for my own life?  Can I present it in a clear way to others?  

Action Assignment
1.  Take some time to memorize the Romans Road to salvation.  Underline the verses in your Bible and make a note of where the next one is in your Bible.  

2.  Practice sharing the Romans Road with another believer until you feel comfortable going through the verses.

3.  This week take time to share the Romans Road with at least one person.  Be prepared to share the results with the group.

8.  DEALING WITH COMMON OBJECTIONS

Ole Tipoi has been enjoying his new walk with Christ and has seen God bring many changes in his life.  His neighbors have even commented on how peaceful and contented he has become.  One day he met his old friend, Ole Tuna, in the market and seized the chance to share with him the wonderful plan of God’s salvation.  As he finished he asked Ole Tuna, “Would you like to receive Christ as your saviour?”  Ole Tuna’s response was quick, “I’m not a bad man.  I don’t drink and don’t beat my wife.  I work hard and am good to my neighbors.  I don’t think I have any need of God.”

Ole Tipoi was caught off guard by this response and he had no reply.  He left the market downcast because he didn’t know what to say to his friend.

In this lesson we will learn how to deal with several common objections.  

1. Read 1 Peter 3:15
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”
What are some objections to salvation that you have heard?

2.  Let’s look at some of the most common objections and see what the Bible says about them.

A. “I’m a good person and don’t need salvation.”

This is basically Ole Tuna’s argument.  How would you respond to such a person?

Read the following verses and discuss how they answer this objection:

Isaiah 64:6
“All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.”
Ephesians 2:8-9
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Romans 3:10 

“As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one.”
Romans 3:23 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
B. “I’m too bad for God to accept me.”

How would you respond to such a person?

Read the following verses and discuss how they answer this objection:

Matthew 9:12-13

“On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’”
Luke 19:10 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”
Luke 7:47 
“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven-- for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”
C. “My time has not yet come.” 

How would you respond to such a person?

Read the following verses and discuss how they answer this objection:

Hebrews 4:7 
“Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.’”
2Cor. 6:2 
“For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”
James 4:14 

“Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”
D. “My church doesn’t believe in salvation.”  

How would you respond to such a person?

Read the following verses and discuss how they answer this objection:

John 3:3 

“In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’”
Romans 14:12 

“So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.”
1John 5:13 

“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
E. “I was saved and then backslid.  God won’t receive me back.” 

How would you respond to such a person?

Read the following verses and discuss how they answer this objection:

Jer. 14:7 

“Although our sins testify against us, O LORD, do something for the sake of your name. For our backsliding is great; we have sinned against you.”
Jer. 3:22 

“‘Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding.’ ‘Yes, we will come to you, for you are the LORD our God.’”
Ez. 37:23 

“They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God.”
Nb. The story of the prodigal son in Luke 15 is a powerful story of God receiving back a wayward son and can be used with this objection.  

Reflect

What objections have I encountered as I have shared my faith?  What have I learnt in this lesson that can help me?

Action Assignment
1.  This week learn the scriptural responses for the one objection that you hear the most.  If you have heard this from one of the people you have been witnessing to, go back to that person and share what the word says about it.  

9.  THE IMPORTANCE OF FOLLOW UP

Mrs. Wekesa had recently brought home her newborn baby boy.  Early one morning, she left to go the market and locked the baby in the house.  The baby got hungry, wet and lonely and he started to cry loudly.  He cried for such a long time that the neighbors finally broke down the door to help the little one.

What would you have done if you were Mrs. Wekesa’s neighbor?

What kind of a mother is Mrs. Wekesa?

When we evangelize and people become Christians we say they are born again and spiritually they are like infants.  What things do infants need?

What happens if they don’t get these things?

Taking care of a newly saved person is called FOLLOW UP.

1.  Read 2 Timothy 2:2 

“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”
What does Paul instruct Timothy to do?

How many people are involved in this process?

When is the process completed?

How can you apply Paul’s teaching in the relationships you have where you have lead someone to the Lord?

2. Read Matthew 28:19-20 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
What does Jesus tell us to make in this verse?

What is a disciple?  

When someone gets saved is the job finished?  

What things did Jesus say we should do in order to make disciples?

Why is baptism important for a new believer?  

Why is teaching important for a new believer?

What are things that we should teach a new believer?

3.  Read the following verses and write what needs to be taught to new believers:

1John 5:3 

“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”   

We should teach them….

1Peter 2:2 

“Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,”
We should teach them….

Jude 1:20 

“But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.”
We should teach them….

Hebrews 10:25 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
We should teach them….

Philemon 1:6 

“I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
We should teach them….

Nb.  These are just a few of the basics.  Remember that Jesus said to teach them “to obey everything I have commanded you.”

Reflect

Does your church have a plan of what to teach new believers?   Have you gone through this teaching?   Are you ready to teach other new believers how to grow in Christ?  

Action Assignment
1.  If you have led someone to the Lord, begin teaching them using the verses above.  If your church has a class for new believers make sure that they are enrolled.  

2.  Think of a way you can show love to the person you have lead to Christ during this Bible study and go do it!

10.  WRAPPING IT UP
You have spent several weeks looking at the subject of evangelism.  Hopefully you have already put much of what you have learnt into practice.  Now take some time to answer the following questions as we conclude our study.

1.  What is the most significant thing I have learnt from this study on evangelism?

2.  What has changed in my life as a result of this study?

3.  Evaluate yourself on a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 being “terrible” and 10 being “perfect”.


Before this study my personal rating in the area of evangelism was _______.

Right now my personal rating in the area of evangelism is _______.

4. Evaluate your group on a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 being “terrible” and 10 being “perfect”.

Before this study our rating in the area of evangelism was _______.

Right now our rating in the area of evangelism is _______.

5.  How can we as a group be aggressively involved in evangelism?  (Take some time to brainstorm and write down all the ideas.  Then go back and select some that you agree to act upon.)

6.  Set a goal of how many people your group can bring to Christ in the next 6 months.  (This can include individual witnessing and group efforts.) 

7. Spend some time praying together that God will empower you to do what you have agreed to do.  

You have the greatest message that the world has ever heard.  They are waiting on you to bring it to them.  May God bless you as you share about Him with others.  Remember, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.” Proverbs 11:30)
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