7 Keys to Financial Freedom

Bible Study Guide

Leaders’ Guide

This Bible Study guide can be used as an independent study or together with teaching done in the church.  However, it assumes that the members of the group are familiar with what has been covered in the book.  Our study is to take us deeper into the topic and allow the members to discover for themselves what the Bible teaches on this important subject. If the keys are taught in the church on a weekly basis and then the Bible Study Guide is used in small groups the impact will be the greatest.  

If the 7 Keys are taught in the church use the following schedule to mesh with the Bible study Guide. 


Week One: Keys One and Two, Recognize Finances as a Spiritual Issue, Learn 

       Contentment


Week Two: Key Three, Obey Biblical Principles of Earning


Week Three:  Key Four, Avoid Debt


Week Four:  Key Five, Learn to Tithe


Week Five: Key Six, Learn to Give


Week Six: Key Seven, Manage Finances in the Home

Tips for Bible Study leader:

· Questions are in bold print.

· Proposed answers are provided in ( ) but should not be given out by the leader.  Allow the members to come up with the answers on their own.  Make sure that the answer makes sense to you.

· Involve all members.  You may need to direct a question to someone who has been quiet or ask, “Can someone who hasn’t contributed so far answer this question?”  

· Prepare by reading the scripture and reading through the questions on your own time.  

· If group members each purchase the book “7 Keys to Financial Freedom” it will be helpful to you.   

· Note that these discussion questions are based on the NIV version.  If you are using a different version make sure to read the verses in your translation before the meeting.  

· Show enthusiasm!  This study will change your group!

· Allow God to teach you as you teach others. 

Week One

  Keys: Recognize Finances as a Spiritual Issue & Learn Contentment
Nb: Keep the discussion moving as there are a lot of questions to discuss.

Introduction: 


We are beginning our study of what the Bible teaches about finances.  It will open our eyes to areas that we have not thought about before.  Let’s be open as we search the word of God and allow God to change each one of us.   The more that we walk in obedience in our finances the more that we will experience God’s blessings.  We will be looking at “7 Keys of Financial Freedom.”  In this session we will study the first two.

1.  Review: What is Key One?  (Recognize Finances as a spiritual issue)

2.  Read Mt. 6:24.  What do you think it means when it says, “You cannot serve both  God and money”?  (Money and God will compete for the first place in our life.  One of them will have to give way!  This indicates that finances have a spiritual power and can replace God in our lives.)

3. Read Mt. 13:22.  Comment, “Here Jesus talks about the ‘deceitfulness of wealth’”.  In what ways can riches be deceitful?  (Riches can cause us to take our eyes off God; we can easily trust in them instead of God; we can believe that if only we have money we will have satisfaction, etc.)  

4.  We learned that God can use finances to direct our lives either by providing or withholding.  Can you share an experience in which God guided you by providing?  Can you share an experience in which he guided you by withholding finances?  (Allow one or two to share an experience.  Try to get one illustration of God’s direction by provision and one illustration of withholding.  We don’t often want to talk about how God guides by withholding finances but it is just as true.)

5.  Why do you think God sometimes withholds finances from us?  (In the book the following reasons are given: We don’t need it, to test our faith, we have misspent, we have violated a Biblical principle in finances, or God wants to make a major change in method, direction, or location.)  What should we do when we are lacking finances?  (Pray and ask God to reveal why it is being withheld.) 

6.  Read Lk. 16:10-11.  What does these verses teach about finances?  (That finances are not “true” riches.  If God cannot trust us with finances he can’t trust us with more important things like the souls of men and women.  Also that if we don’t handle little money well, we can’t expect God to give us more.  “True” riches might be things like peace, our families, and the souls of men and women.) 

7.  Do you agree or disagree with this statement, and why?  “The way we handle our money says more about the condition of our heart than our testimony.”  (Allow several to agree or disagree.)  For personal reflection, “Then what heart condition would your money show?” 

8.  Review: What was Key Two? (“Learn Contentment.” )  Read Prov. 11:28.  What does it mean to “trust in riches”?  (To place our security in what we have rather than in God alone.  Nb. This is a temptation that all of us face, no matter how much money we have.  This key focuses on overcoming this temptation.) 

9.  Read Phil. 4:11-12.  What had Paul learned and how do you think he learned it?  (He learned to be content in every situation, in plenty or in need.  He learned this through experience and by trusting God as his provider, not his bank account!) 

10.  Read Heb. 13:5.  What does this verse teach us about contentment?  (The love of money will not produce contentment.  Our security is not in wealth, but in God’s presence in our lives.)  

11.  Read 1 Tim. 6:9-10.  What happens to people who want to get rich?  (They fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish desires, ruin and destruction, some fall away from the faith.)  What temptations do people face when they want to get rich? (They will be tempted to cheat to get wealth, to neglect their families, make covenants with the Devil, etc.) Does this mean it is a sin to be rich? Explain your answer. (No, but the Bible warns here and in other places of the danger of putting our hope in material things.  We should desire God’s blessing in every area of our lives, but guard our heart against wrong motives.  The issue is not how much we have but how we view what we have.)  

12.  Read Prov. 22:1.  What does this verse teach us about character and money? (Character, “a good name” is better than money.)  If we believed this verse what would it change in our lives? (nb.  Look for practical answers. We would be more careful to repay debts, we would be more concerned about how we get money, we would handle our money with care, we would be careful to protect our character and to do nothing that would compromise our character like bribery, etc.)  

13.  Read Haggai 2:8, Ps. 50:10 and Lev. 25:23.  What do these verses mean for us?  (That God is the owner of everything!)  If God owns everything, what am I supposed to do with the things that I have? (I am supposed to use them on his behalf.  This is the biblical concept of stewardship, eg. that I am taking care of things for the real owner.)  What difference will this concept make in your life?  (Nb. Look for practical answers as this is the key to understand this law.   It should cause us to be freer to give our things to others or to have others use them.  It should cause us to be free from worry about things since they don’t belong to us.  We should be able to be content with what we have.  When we want more it should be so that we can do more for the master, not ourselves.)

14.  The deed of transfer.  Remind the members of the deed of transfer that they signed during the service.  If some were not present show it to them.  Ask, What happened to you as you signed this deed of transfer?  Has it changed your thinking in any way?  (Allow several to share their experience.)

Conclusion


Conclude with prayer especially praying that money and possessions will be properly understood by each one and that each one will be able to release their possessions to God and learn contentment.

Week Two

 Key: Obey Biblical Principals of Earning

Introduction:  How do we get money?  Is there a right or wrong way to earn our daily bread?  What does God say about how we obtain our money?  That’s what we want to look at in this study.  

1.  How many of the 7 principles for earning money can you remember?  (This is for review only:  (Work Hard, Don’t work too much, treat others fairly, be truthful, rest on Sunday, Avoid “get-rich-quick” schemes, Give)

2.  Read Eph. 6:5-8.  (Nb. Instead of slaves and masters we use this scripture to teach about workers and bosses.)  What does this passage teach us about our work?  (We should work as though Christ were our boss!  We should obey our boss.  We should work the same when the boss is around and when he is gone.  We should work with our whole heart.  God will reward our work.  Nb. These are strong teachings; allow the discussion to challenge everyone about their attitude towards their work.)  What would happen if all of us would obey these verses at our jobs? (Our bosses would be happy, we would be more fulfilled in our work, we would excel in what we do, employers would be coming to the church looking for good workers(!) and we would experience God’s blessings on our work perhaps with promotions or advances.)

3.  Read Prov. 6:10-11.  What does this verse teach about resting? (It brings poverty.  This is the opposite side of the issue we have already looked at—working too much.)  Read 2 Thes. 3:6-12.  (KJV says, “walketh disorderly” instead of “idle”.) What do these verses teach us about people who pray for work but aren’t ready to work hard and how do we do this?   (We should keep away from them!  Nb.  These are strong words; allow time to discuss what Paul is saying for us today.  Make sure that it is clear that these verses apply only to those who will not work; not those who cannot work.  Some people are without work but willing and eager to do whatever they can.  We should be willing to help these people.)

4.  Read Prov. 23:4.  In what ways can we “wear ourselves out” to get rich?  (By working too much, or thinking more about getting money than anything else.)  Why will God not bless working too much?  (Because he wants balance in our lives.  He wants us to seek first the kingdom.  He desires for us to work hard but he also wants us to have time with our family, friends and the church.  Wearing ourselves out also shows that we’re not trusting in him as the heavenly provider.)

5.  Read Prov. 22:16.  In which ways have you seen the poor oppressed in the last month?  (Allow discussion and then make it more personal, “Are we guilty of these things in any way?”  Try to help people see that we always tend to see injustice in others but not ourselves.  Some may not have the power to oppress right now, but if they had a chance their true heart would reveal a lack of concern for those who suffer.  This may apply to our househelp.)

6.  Is it possible to get rich by lying?  (Allow discussion and then read Prov. 21:6.  This verse says that it is possible although it is “a fleeting vapour”.)  What common ways of lying to earn money are used in our society today? (There are many: making false promises, telling lies about the quality or freshness of the product, saying that we paid a amount for the product we are selling which is not true, keeping quiet about some things and allowing a false impression, etc.)  Which ones are used in your occupation?  (Allow members to identify the specific lies that are close to them in business or career.)

7.  Read Jer. 17:22.  Why do you think God commanded that we shouldn’t work on Sunday? (He wants us to have a day of rest.  He wants a special day that we honour him.  He knows that our bodies need a break from physical labour.  Nb. We need to be careful on this issue not to become legalistic like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day.  Some jobs need to be done on Sunday like medical professions, etc.  Some people are in a difficult position of being required to work on Sunday against their wish.  They should be advised to respectfully appeal to their employer and be ready to help meet the needs of the employer when possible.  But we must also be sure to do everything in our power to honour the Lord’s day.)

8.  Read Prov. 12:11.  What are some “fantasies” that people chase today?  (Sweepstakes, questionable investment schemes, pyramid schemes in the mail, etc.   Anything that promises that we will get rich quickly and without normal work falls into this category.  We must learn to be wise and expect God to bless hard work.) 

9.  Do you believe this statement is biblical and what will be the result if we practice it? “Earn all you can, save all you can, and give all you can.”  (It is a good statement and in keeping with the biblical principles we have studied in this lesson.  If we practice it we can expect God’s blessings on our finances, our hearts will be protected from greed and our bodies will be protected from laziness.) 

Conclusion

· Pray for God to help each one to earn money in a way that is pleasing to God.  

· Pray for the unemployed in your group.  

· Pray for the businesses of the group members, for God’s blessing to be upon them and for the owners to follow God’s principles of earning.  

· Pray for those who may work on Sunday against their will.  

· Pray for each one to earn all he can, save all he can and give all he can.  

Week Three

 Key: Avoid Debt

Nb.  This key is probably the most difficult key for many people because it is so different from the way most have been taught and have experienced.  Give enough time for honest discussion and allow the members to see what the Bible says about debt.

Introduction:  All of us at one time or another have owed someone money.  It is so common in our society that we don’t even consider whether it is good or bad, we just accept that it is a part of life.  But as we look at this lesson we will see what God says about debt and learn how we can be set free from debt.  

1.  Revise.  What were the five reasons given that debt is wrong?  (Debt violates scripture, debt produces bondage, debt is a sign of God’s curse, debt damages God’s reputation, debt shuts out the voice of God.)  Now, let’s look at each of them.

2.   Debt Violates Scripture.  Read Rom. 13:8 from several translations.  What does this verse teach?  (It is very simple; we should not owe anyone anything.  Nb. Some interpret this verse to mean that we should repay as we promised.  In either case, it is a strong command that we should not owe people money.) What percentage of believers do you believe live in disobedience to this verse? (Allow their response, there is no right or wrong answer, but it should be a very large percentage.)

3.  Read Ps. 37:21.  What is the contrast here between the righteous and the wicked?  (The wicked are in debt and the righteous are givers.)  

4.  Debt Produces Bondage.  Read Prov. 22:7.  What does this verse say happens to the one who borrows money?  (He/she becomes a slave or servant to the one who loaned the money.)  How does a person become a slave when he/she has a debt?    (When someone owes money he must do what the owner of the money demands, some of his freedom is lost.  In Bible times a person could literally be sold as a slave if he/she was unable to pay back money that was owed.  This is physical bondage. Debt also produces bondage financially since a portion of one’s income is not available for other needs.  It also produces bondage in relationships.  Good friends become enemies over the issue of debts.)  According to this verse, what happens if you loan money to a friend?  (He/she becomes your servant.)  After understanding this verse, what should we do when a friend wants to borrow from us?  (nb. This is a tough issue.  When this principle is fully understood, many people will refuse to lend money knowing the bondage it will bring to the relationship.  You might tell the person, “According to the Bible, if I loan you money you will become a servant to me and I don’t want you to be my servant but my friend.  I will give you what I am able but will not loan you money.”  This will seem too harsh to some and they may not be ready to practice it.  However, almost everyone has seen the truth of this verse in real life.  Let them reflect on what it means and how God has planned to spare them much grief and struggle both in borrowing and in lending money.)  

5.  Debt is a sign of God’s curse.  Read Dt. 15:6 and 28:44.  (nb. The first verse is a sign of God’s blessing; the second one is an indication of a curse.)  When God’s people are in debt, what does it mean according to the second verse we read.? (That they are under God’s curse!  This is strong language, but that is what the verse says.)

6.  Debt damages God’s reputation.  Read Phil. 4:19.  This verse teaches that God will supply our needs.  When we ask people to lend money to us, what does it say about our God?  (That he is not able to provide unless we “help” him!  We are God’s representatives on earth and when we are in debt it can cause others to ridicule his ability to provide.)

7.  Debt shuts out the voice of God.  Reflect on the verse you just read (Phil. 4:19).  If it is true that “God will supply all our needs” what does it mean if he doesn’t supply?  (That what we want is not a need!  It could also mean that we are walking in an area of disobedience, which is blocking God’s provision.) If you are praying for God to provide finances, how will you know when he answers positively? (When he provides the money!)  If he doesn’t want you to have the thing you are praying for at this time, how will he tell you? (By withholding the money!  Nb. We don’t like to consider this because we believe that everything we are praying for is very important and we assume that God wants us to have it at the exact time we want it!)  Imagine that you are praying for something and God doesn’t provide in the time you want.  So you go and get a loan and obtain the item.  What has now happened to God’s ability to speak to you? (God can no longer speak to you about that issue.  You have decided to “help” God and have effectively kept him from being able to speak to you!  You may also have stopped God from providing for you in a miraculous way!) 

8.  Why is it so easy to get into debt?  (Allow good discussion on this issue.  This deals with the seductive nature of debt.  It is easy to get into but hard to get out of because it looks like an easy solution to our problem.  It quickly becomes a habit and the true cost of the loan is always hidden.)

9.  Revise.  What are the steps to get out of debt?  (Deal with your heart, Stop spending more than you are making, List all your debts, make a plan for paying them, talk to your creditors, sell items to be free from debt, save instead of borrowing.)  Which of these steps is the most difficult for you?   (Allow discussion.  The one of selling items might be the most difficult.  If so; look at 2 Kings 4:7 for an example of selling things to repay a loan.  In this case God had already miraculously provided for the widow.  He wants us to be out of debt!  Mt. 18:25 also gives a strong warning that when we are in debt we are in danger of losing all we have.  It would be better for us to take the initiative to sell our belongings than wait for the auctioneer!)  Can anyone share how these steps have worked to set you free from debt? (Allow a positive testimony that can encourage others to take the painful steps.)

10.  What questions do you have about debts?  (Allow people to discuss any questions that may arise.  Try to keep coming back to the biblical principles that we have studied.  As much as possible allow members of the group to find their own biblical answers.  Almost certainly the question will arise, “Is it ever right to take a loan?”  This is a hotly debated question for which there may be no easy answer.  At least extreme caution and wisdom should be used.  Also recognize that biblical principles such as bondage, will still apply.  See the book for a more complete answer to this question.  Another common question might be on cosigning for someone else.  Look at Prov. 6:1-5 for instructions on this issue.   

Conclusion:  Close with prayer, especially asking God…

· To set people free from the bondage of debts.  

· For believers to clearly see God’s teaching about debts

· Pray for courage for people to be willing to take the needed steps.  

· For divine favour on those who are serious about getting out of debt.

Week Four:

Key: Learn to Tithe

Introduction:   We have probably all heard sermons on tithing.  Some of us have practiced it and have experienced God’s blessing; others are still questioning many things about it.  In this study we’ll all come away with a better understanding of God’s plan for us in this area.

1.  Read Mal. 3:8-12 which is the key text for this lesson.  
Make sure people get their answers to the following questions from this passage and not out of their own heads!

2.  Why does Malachi say that the people are robbing God?  (Because they are failing to bring their tithes and offerings to God.)  How do you think God feels when his people “rob” him?  (Angry, disappointed, ashamed, etc.) 

3.  What is the result of failing to bring tithes and offerings to God?  (V. 9 says that the people are under a curse.)  What happens when people are cursed and how does it apply to us?  (They will experience many problems, struggles, etc. because of the curse.  In the same way if we fail to obey God in this area we can expect struggles, especially in our finances.  Many people say that they can’t tithe because they don’t have enough.  It may be that they don’t have enough because they don’t tithe!)

4.  What are all the blessings that God promises in these verses to those who obey? (Blessings will be poured out beyond the ability to store them, God will protect crops, others will see the blessings and call us blessed, and our land will be “delightful.”)  

5. Where are we supposed to tithe and why?  (In the church.  These verses speak of the “storehouse”.  This was simply the storage rooms of the temple.  So the tithes were to be brought to the place of worship.  God plans for every believer to belong to a local church.  This is where he uses his gifts, is fed spiritually and belongs.  It is right for him to bring his tithes to this church.  Other giving can be done to other ministries but the tithe should come to the local church.)  Why do some people not want to bring their tithes to the church?      (They may not want to be accountable in the local church.  They may not agree with everything that is happening in the local church.  Still God’s instructions stand.  It is not the pastor that will be robbed, but God himself!  Tithing doesn’t signify total agreement with everything happening in the church; it is an act of obedience to God.)

6.  V. 10 says, “Bring the WHOLE tithe…”  In what ways might we bring only a portion of our tithe?  (We may forget or ignore some sources of income, like our farms or gardens.  We may look for ways to ‘reduce’ what we owe like tithing only on our net salary (take home pay) instead of our gross income.  We may not keep good records in our business and don’t even know how much income we actually have.)  

7.  For what is the tithe supposed to be used? (Verse 10 says, “that there may be food in my house.”  In other words the tithes and offerings are supposed to provide for the needs in the church.)   What are the needs of the local church for which money is needed? (Supporting the minister(s) of the Word. Paying bills like electricity, rent, water, etc.  Preaching the gospel to the unsaved.  Equipping the saints.  Helping the needy, etc.)

8.  Read the following verses that deal with supporting the pastor.  1 Tim. 5:7-18, Gal. 6:6; 1 Cor. 9:14.  What do these verses teach us?  (Allow individual responses.  They all teach that it is right to support the church leaders financially.) Does God expect pastors to “live by faith” financially?  (No, he expects them to live from the members he is serving.)  How well does our church obey these principles of pastoral support? (Allow personal responses.  Members may not know the exact amount that the pastor receives, but they are very aware of the feelings of the members towards pastoral support.  Are they supportive?  Complaining?  What needs to change?)

9.  Who can give a testimony of God’s faithfulness to his promises on tithing?  (Allow individual responses depending on the time remaining.)  

Nb.  If time allows, give a chance for any questions or comments about tithing.  See Appendix B for answers to common questions.  

Conclusion:

Pray for each member…

· To be faithful in tithes

· To be faithful in offerings

· To cheerfully support the pastors/church workers

· To receive God’s blessings on their lives as they walk in obedience.

Week Five

Key Six: Learn to Give

Introduction:
In this session we will look at the sixth key, Learn to Give.  Some of us are naturally more inclined to give; others are waiting to be given! Think about yourself as we begin.  Would your best friend describe you as ‘giver’ or ‘taker’?  (Allow a moment for personal reflection.)  This lesson will help all of us grow in the area of giving.   

1.  Read 2 Cor. 8:1-15 and then answer the following questions.

2.  Why does God want us to be givers?  (Because Christ is the example of giving. [v. 9]  Our God is a giving God and when we give we reflect his nature.  We also can be a blessing to others, supplying their needs.)  Is is natural for us to give? (No, by nature we are all selfish and want to receive instead of giving.)  What is the result of a spirit of dependency in our hearts? (We will not have joy, we will have a complaining attitude.  This all comes from the selfish focus on our own desires.)  What does giving do to our hearts?  (It releases us from a selfish focus, it brings joy, it helps us keep our trust in God alone, etc.)

3.  How does Paul describe the economic conditions facing the Macedonian churches in v. 2?  (They were in a severe trial, they had extreme poverty)  Would you expect generous giving from such people? (No!)  What can we learn from them?  (That giving is more a condition of the heart than the amount of money one has.  That sometimes ‘poor’ people will give more generously than ‘rich’ ones.  They gave cheerfully and without being forced to give.)

4.  Why were the Macedonian churches so eager to give?  (They were joyful [v.2].  They felt it was a privilege to give, not an obligation [v. 4].   They desired to help their Christian brethren [v. 4]. They had given themselves and all they had to God first of all [v. 5]; they understood key #2 Yield Our possessions to God.)  How can we become more like them? (We need to adjust our attitude towards ourselves and towards giving.  As long as we feel we don’t have anything we won’t give.  When we feel like giving is an obligation instead of a privilege we will be reluctant to give. 

5.  When times are difficult, what can we do to give more?  (It takes a lot more creativity to give in such circumstances.  We will need to think of ways to get money.  We might give items that we have instead of cash.   We may need to dedicate a portion of our shamba to God.  The point is that it is still possible, but it will take effort.)

6.  What does verse 12 teach us about giving?  (The amount is not the crucial issue but the heart and attitude towards giving.  We cannot give what we do not have.  The verse also implies that even if we give a lot but don’t have a good attitude about giving, our gift is not acceptable!)

7.  In v. 7 Paul challenges the Corinthian church to “excel” in the area of giving.  How can we as a group/church learn to excel in this area?  (Allow for discussion and ideas to flow.  Make sure practical suggestions are given. People with the gift of giving should be very vocal at this point!)

8.  Read 2 Cor. 9:6-11.  What principles of giving can we learn from these verses?  (nb. There are many; allow discussion depending on the time available.  Here are a few of them:  


v. 6. Our amount of giving will determine the amount of receiving—the law of           

sowing and reaping. 


v. 7 Giving is a personal decision.


v. 7 God loves cheerful givers; let’s give joyfully


v. 8-10 When we desire to give, God will provide things for us to give


v. 11  God blesses us materially, so that we will give more!

Conclusion


Identify a need that your group can give towards.  It may be a need in the church; it may be a needy person/family in your estate/village or any other need.  Discuss how you can all give to meet that need and when you will do it.  Remember to be creative and to give with joy, not compulsion.


Pray for God to stir the gift of giving in your group and to give each one a generous heart and willing attitude. 

Week Six

Key Seven: Manage finances in the Home

Introduction:
In a way all of the keys that we have looked at will be practiced in the home 

but today we will look specifically at some principles related to handling finances in our 

homes.  For those who are married we will discover some powerful principles.  For the 

unmarried, this is a time that your thinking can be shaped for the time that you will 

have a home.  (Also recognize that in your group there may be single mothers, widows 

or unmarried sisters or brothers.  Include them in the discussion and allow them to share the 

unique challenges that face them.  If you as the leader are not married be careful to guide the 

discussion but realize that you won’t be able to tell the couples what to do!  Walk carefully!)

1st principle: Finances should be handled according to God’s plan.

1.  Think back to the home in which you grew up.  How were finances handled? Who was in charge?  Was there agreement?  Was there any teaching of the children in this area? (Allow several responses as a way of opening the discussion.)  Would you say that in that home where you grew up financial decisions were based on tradition and culture or based on the scriptures?  (There is no correct answer but most were probably based on culture and tradition.  This helps us understand the need that we have to see what the scripture teaches about finances in the home.  Comment: “If we are going to build homes based on the scripture we must be willing to evaluate our experience and our practice in light of the word of God.  Let’s try to open our hearts to hear what God has to say.”  A prayer may be appropriate at this point.)

2nd principle: Finances should be handled together. 

2.  Read Gen. 2:24.  What do you think becoming “one flesh” has to do with finances?  (God’s plan was that everything in marriage become one.  This relates to finances and at least means that there should be openness and transparency in handling finances.)  What are some of the ways that this principle is violated in homes today?  (Many husbands don’t tell their wives about their income or investments.  Separate bank accounts keep money separately. Children are also often unaware of the finances in the home.)  What is the result when finances are not dealt with openly in the home?  (Many misunderstandings arise.  Arguments come because there is no agreement about spending the money.  Trust is destroyed.  Wives may be insecure in the relationship and want to hide some money aside, etc.)

3.  What keeps husbands and wives from planning their finances together? (They may not feel that it is necessary, one may feel that the other one is incompetent, they may be afraid of the disagreements that will come as they discuss, they may not trust each other, etc.)  How can these be overcome? (It will take effort from both parties and a desire to be transparent with each other.  They will need to sit down and talk through many issues.  It will take time and effort but it can be done!  Hopefully, someone in your group can say “Amen” and encourage the others!)

4.  What is the value of a budget?  (It helps to control unplanned expenses.  It helps to bring agreement on how the money will be spent.  It assists in putting money aside for savings or repayment of debts.  Nb. Budgets are also good for single persons.)  Can someone share how they go about the process of budgeting?  (See the book in this section and appendix C for details.  It will be helpful if someone in your group can give practical examples of how they budget.)

5. Read Prov. 16:3 and 16:9.  Why does the Lord bless planning? Nb. Some versions don’t use “plan” but the same idea is there.  (He is glad to see that we are thinking carefully, He is a God of plans and wants us to follow his plans for our lives, He knows that if we have a plan we are more likely to move forward and succeed.)  

6.  Prov. 21:20.  Why is it so difficult to save?  (It takes a lot of discipline.  We feel we don’t have enough. It is painful in the short term and only yields benefits later, etc.)

3rd Principle: Finances should be taught to children.

7.  Read Prov. 22:6 and Eph. 6:4.  Does our training of children also include finances and what will be the result if we do?  (Yes, it should.  They should be learning biblical principles of finances as they grow so that they won’t make so many mistakes as adults.)

Discuss ways that you can teach children the following things about money.  Give practical suggestions that can be put into practice by the parents in the group.  Some suggestions are given in ( ).  

8.  How can we teach our children the value of work?  (Give them work!  Don’t let the househelp do everything for them.  Even young children can learn to tidy their room, make their bed, sweep and other household chores.  They can learn to dig in the shamba. At times allow them to ‘earn’ money through work instead of just giving out money to them.  Reward them financially for behavior that you want to encourage such as reading, scripture memory, etc. We need to teach them that work is healthy and it is the way to prosper in life.)

9.  How can we teach our children the value of money?  (This partly happens as we teach them to work.  We can also help them make choices of how they spend their money.  We can discuss financial issues with them.  Point out good and bad choices related to money.  As they grow help them to start living on a budget and making more and more of their own choices.  Our goal should be that by the time they leave our home they know how to handle their own money well.)

10.  How can we teach our children the value of giving?  (Teach them to tithe from everything that they receive.  Encourage them to give.  Remember that our life of giving will really be the model our children will follow, not our instructions! When there is a harambee or fundraising they can contribute something.  Show them another child who has less than they do and suggest that something be given.  

11.  How can we teach our children the value of saving? (Help them to save a little bit from everything they receive.  Encourage them to save money for an item that they really want.)

Conclusion

Pray for finances in the homes and families of each person represented in your group.  


As we conclude this study allow each person to share the most significant thing that they have learned about finances and what step they have taken or are taking in that area.  Pray for each other in the areas mentioned.  Encourage each one to continue reading and growing in the area of finances.  
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